
 
 
 

1. This coming Sunday will be the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. The readings for Mass can be 
found on page 139 of the Parish Mass Books. 
 

2. This Sunday is also traditionally known as ‘SEPTUAGESIMA’, meaning ‘seventy’ because it 
falls approximately seventy days before Easter. The coming of Septuagesima is a reminder 
that Ash Wednesday is not far away and that LENT will soon be here (this year, on 2nd 
March). The parish will be laying on some special events for the Lenten season – Lenten 
talks, Stations of the Cross and so on – and details will follow soon. But for now, as we enter 
into the short season of ‘Septuagesima’, reflect on what YOU will do for Lent. What will you 
give up, or take on? How will you use this special time to grow in your faith and grow nearer 
to Christ? Don’t leave it till Ash Wednesday to decide, but start thinking now! 
 

3. A new social committee – your help needed! As we emerge, God willing, from the Covid 
pandemic, we can begin to think about holding social events in the parish again. Indeed, this 
was something that was strongly requested in responses received to the ‘synodal process’. 
However, as with all such activities, we can only organise them if we have people willing to 
help. Happily, we already have a couple of volunteers, led by Victoire Spahn – but they will 
need more help if we are to get things going. If you are interested in helping – or would just 
like to find out more – please drop us an email at balham@rcaos.org.uk – and either Fr 
Richard or Victoire will be very happy to chat with you and let you know more.  
 

4. On the weekend of 26th/27th February, there will be a retiring collection for the CLERGY 
SUPPORT FUND. The Clergy Support Fund of the Archdiocese of Southwark provides care for 
priests in their old age and retirement, and in time of ill health. A gift to this worthy fund will 
ensure a dignified retirement for our priests, after they have dedicated a lifetime of service 
to Christ, His Church and His people. In 2021, the Clergy Support Fund provided care to 71 
retired priests, at a cost of £1.25 million. With the number of priests over the age of 65 
steadily increasing, so too will the financial obligation to the Archdiocese. Please be 
generous with a gift to the Clergy Support Fund, and continue to keep our priests in your 
prayers. Thank you!  
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5. Dominic Jermey and Monse Cisa, our parish delegates for the ongoing Synodal Process, have 
kindly provided a very helpful feedback document, which reflects the discussions and 
submissions received over the past few months. Please see the separate letter below this 
newsletter.  We will now be considering how best we can implement those suggestions 
which were put forward. 

 
 

6. Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, celebrating the feast of St. Patrick.  14th 

March 2022.  £699.00 per person sharing.  Price includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, all 

transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board.  All entertainment and excursions 

included.  Lunches on days out.  Wheelchair accessible rooms.  Single 

room supplement £100.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 

email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust 

Association and is fully protected by ATOL T7613. 
 

 

7. Recollection for ladies – led by Fr Frank Calduch - 11 February 2022. Timetable as follows - 

9:00 Rosary - 9:30 Holy Mass - 10:00 Adoration - 10:15 First Meditation - 10:45 Personal 

silent prayer and examination - 11:00 Second Meditation - Confession available before and 

after meditations. 

 

8. A retreat for Lent: Make some space to develop your relationship with God this Lent. Sign 

up for our Diocesan ‘retreat at home’ called Saving Grace. Every week you will receive an 

email with links to a 25minute video in which Archbishop John Wilson will introduce the 

theme and the reading, and Chris Chapman will deliver the retreat, with others contributing. 

You will also receive materials to use in your own prayer and reflection. All you have to have 

to do is sign up and then set aside what space you can for Saving Grace! Background 

information about the retreat can be found at: 

https://www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/savinggrace and you can sign up to receive the materials 

directly here: http://eepurl.com/hnK_Rz 

 

9. Lastly – a reminder that we now have HOLY WATER again at the entrance to the church 

(with the permission and encouragement of our Bishops). After nearly two years, we have 

probably all forgotten the habit of blessing ourselves when we enter the church! Do take 

the time to do so – and teach your children how to do it too…! 

 

 
With our prayer and blessing, 

Fr. Richard and Fr. Giovanni 
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