
 

 

Dear parishioners, 

As you will all be well aware, we are now in a third national lockdown, as of Tuesday 5th January. 

However, in a change from previous lockdowns, church services are permitted to continue, and 
churches to be open for prayer. HM Government’s National Lockdown Guidance notes for England, 
page four of which relates specifically to places of worship, reads as follows: 

 Communal worship and life events - You can leave home to attend or visit a place of 
worship for communal worship…You should follow the guidance on the safe use of places of 
worship and must not mingle with anyone outside of your household or support bubble when 
attending a place of worship. 

‘Safe use of places of worship’ include such things as hand sanitising, face-coverings, social 
distancing, cleaning the church after use and making use of the ‘track and trace’ system, all of which 
are in place at Holy Ghost. Obviously, we need to be diligent in keeping up all our good practice. 

It is very consoling that we can continue to have Mass in these difficult days. HOWEVER, we really 
need your help with stewarding – only with sufficient stewards can we keep the church a safe 
environment and so continue to have Mass. I am enormously grateful to those who give their time 
to help in this way. If you value the ability to come and church and join in with Mass, please do 
consider volunteering. You can do so via the link here,  https://doodle.com/poll/hgeidsrn3ci7x2ym. 
If you have any difficulty is using the Doodle, or other questions, you can email Monse and Sara at 
holyghostvolunteers@gmail.com .  

Thank you all for your help and support! 

 

A reflection for the Feast of the Epiphany 

This week we have celebrated the Epiphany on 6th January, and this coming Sunday, 10th January, we 
will commemorate the Baptism of the Lord. 

On the Epiphany, we naturally think of the coming of the three Wise Men (pictured above). In some 
ways, these three characters might be said to be in a similar situation to ourselves at the present 
time. They followed a star to find the new born Christ, and then – having given their gifts – they 
returned home. But that homeward journey must surely have been a strange one for them. They 
had seen a marvellous thing, encountered a holy Child – but what exactly did it all mean? What were 



they expected to do, what would the future now hold? It must have been a time of great uncertainty 
– just as we find ourselves experiencing now. 

The Baptism of Jesus gives us the answer to these uncertainties. When Christ arose from the River 
Jordan, the voice of God the Father was heard – ‘This is my beloved Son: Listen to Him!’ As we begin 
a New Year, as we step out into the unknown, there is only one voice we need to listen to, only one 
person who can guide us through the challenges of life – and that is Jesus. 

As we say farewell to 2020, as we begin our path through 2021, let us commit ourselves once more 
to trust in Jesus Christ, and to follow Him, wherever He may lead.  

With our blessing and prayers,  

Fr Richard and Fr Giovanni 


