Dear Parishioners,
This week we celebrate an important feast – the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, on Monday
14th September. The feast is a reminder that it is through His death and resurrection that
Christ won for us the forgiveness of our sins.
So, it is appropriate that we are now able to offer the Sacrament of Confession again, in a
more regular way. We have had Perspex screens fitted in our Confessionals, between the
priest and penitent, to make the boxes more ‘COVID-secure’. We also ask those going to
Confession to clean the top of the kneeler and the door handle as they leave the
Confessional – this only takes a couple of moments and cleaning materials are readily
available, on the round table just as you enter the Lady Chapel.
Confessions will be heard – as before the pandemic began – on Saturdays from 10.30 –
11.00 am and, by request, after the 9.30 Mass from Monday – Friday.
Fr Frank Calduch also hears Confessions in church most Thursdays from 2.30 – 4.30 pm, and
he will be resuming this ministry as from this Thursday, 17th September.
Of course, we do understand that some may not yet feel comfortable using the
Confessionals. If so, you just need to speak to one of the priests, and they can arrange for
you to make your Confession in another setting (such as one of the large rooms of the Parish
Centre). Confession is, like the Holy Eucharist, a powerful Sacrament that we can and should
receive regularly, and we are pleased that we can make it readily available once again.
We also have some good news of Fr Tom – last week he celebrated his ‘passing out’
ceremony, and is now officially a Roman Catholic Chaplain in the Royal Navy. We offer our
very best wishes to Fr Tom on taking up his commission, and we wish him every blessing in
this important and challenging ministry. See below for a picture of Fr Tom in full uniform!
We conclude with a reminder of our Mass times for those who have not yet made it back to
church – or are perhaps returning from quarantine! Sunday Masses are at 5.30 pm

Saturday, 9.30, 11.30 and 6.00 pm Sunday. For those still shielding, our 11.30 and 6.00
Masses continue to be live streamed, as do the daily Masses at 9.30 (and 10.00 Saturday)
Finally, please pray for the repose of the soul of Rose Massey, a long term parishioner who
died recently. Requiescat in pace.
With our best wishes, and looking forward to seeing you soon –
Fr Richard and Fr Giovanni

