
 

Dear parishioners, 

At the time of writing, the government has just announced that public worship – in a very limited form – can soon 
resume. We reflect on some of the implications of this below. Firstly, however, let us look at the life of a very 
important saint… 

St. John the Baptist 
This week – June 24th – we celebrate the Birthday of St John the Baptist (Midsummer’s Day). Most saints have only 
one feast day – on the day they died (that is, entered heaven). However, St John the Baptist has two – one for his 
martyrdom (August 29th) and one for his birth. Moreover, apart from Our Lord Himself, only one other person has 
their birthday commemorated in the liturgy – Our Lady. This reminds us what an important figure John the Baptist is. 

John is so important because he is the ‘precursor’ – the one who goes before and points to the Lord. He pointed out 
the Lord to his own disciples, saying to them (in the words we use before Holy Communion) ‘Behold the Lamb of 
God! Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world!’ John heralded the Saviour – yet he himself did not live to 
see the fulfilment of his hopes – he had already died (beheaded by King Herod) before Jesus’ Death and 
Resurrection. In this way, it is proper to see John as the last prophet of the Old Testament, foretelling the dawn of 
salvation, but not witnessing it himself. 

In this, St John perhaps speaks to us in our own moment, here and now. As the pandemic, we hope, gradually 
declines and the lockdown eases, we have the promise of a return to ‘normal life’ – most importantly, for us as 
Catholics, a return to Mass and the Sacraments. However, we are not there yet! The promise is made, but has yet to 
be fulfilled… 

Let us ask the prayers of St John the Baptist, that soon we can return to the full sacramental life of the Church – and, 
in the meantime, that we will live like St John himself, filled with longing and with love. 

A return to public worship 
As noted above, the government has announced that some form of public worship will be permitted again as from 
July 4th. As yet, the exact details are not clear. Moreover, we also need to wait for detailed guidance from our 
Catholic bishops, who will want everything to be carried out in a well-ordered way. That being said, it seems likely 
that numbers permitted to attend Mass will be very restricted at first – perhaps as few as 30 - in which case we 
would probably look to begin weekday Masses in some form, while Sunday worship will have to wait until a larger 
number of people are allowed to gather in church.   

When it comes to resuming Sunday Mass, we at Holy Ghost have some particular challenges, which are worth 
considering. 

Numbers. On an average Sunday, before lockdown, we would have up to 1000 people attending Mass here over a 
weekend. With the current 2 metre social distancing rules, we could fit 50 people in church – when this is reduced to 
a metre, we could fit approximately 100 (although, in the first instance, the government appears to have set a 
maximum figure of 30 worshippers, regardless of the size of the church). So, you can see that, while any form of 
social distancing remains in force, it will be very hard for us to accommodate all our parishioners over a single 
weekend. This is probably our biggest challenge.  



Mass times. It seems inevitable that the church will need to be cleaned – or at least the benches and other contact 
points disinfected – after every public celebration of Mass. This would involve changing at least some of our Sunday 
Mass times, since the 9.30 Mass and the 11.00 are so close together that one virtually runs into the other. This also 
requires extra thought, and might involve consultation with the Diocese. 

Extra help. Before we could resume Sunday Mass, we would need to recruit a considerable number of extra helpers. 
These ‘Sunday Mass co-ordinators’ would be responsible for welcoming people, ensuring social distancing, 
stewarding and making sure the church is left clean and tidy for the next celebration of Mass. I estimate we would 
need at last four co-ordinators for each Sunday Mass. In due course, I will make an appeal for such help, and I rely on 
your generosity.  

None of these problems are insurmountable, but they all require a little time and effort to resolve. Therefore – while 
we are all keen to get back to Mass as it used to be – this will be a gradual and not a sudden process. 

Access to the Sacraments 
As well as allowing Mass to be said again, the government’s permission for public worship will also allow a gradual 
return to the other sacraments as well. 

Parishioners who wish to book a baptism or a wedding are welcome to get in touch, and begin this process. Please 
bear in mind that we have a considerable backlog from the lockdown period, and those whose services had to be 
cancelled will get priority! Those booking should also be aware that the service will need to be much simpler than 
usual, and the numbers attending strictly limited. 

The young people of the parish who were due to celebrate First Holy Communion and Confirmation this summer 
also had these celebrations cancelled due to lockdown. We hope to reschedule these Masses for the autumn term – 
depending on the prevailing circumstances. Likewise, we will not be registering any new candidates for these 
sacraments before the autumn of 2020 at the earliest - and it is likely that new First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation classes will not begin till January 2021.  

Final thoughts 
This coming Sunday we will celebrate the Solemnity of SS Peter and Paul. These two great apostles – both executed 
in Rome by the Emperor Nero – died in apparent failure, yet their martyrdom paved the way for a great flourishing 
of Christianity. Their lives and feast remind us that our faith was born in difficult times, but no challenges have ever 
vanquished it, nor ever will. May they pray for us amidst the challenges and trials we face today. 

With every blessing, 

Fr Richard and Fr Tom 

   

 


