
The Parish is using these first three weeks of Lent in 2023 to ask each 

of us to consider what we give to our Parish and to our Church in terms 

of our time, our treasure and our talents.  Last week, Fr Richard and 

Fr Giovanni spoke on the subject of Stewardship – as parishioners, and 

therefore the stewards of this parish, our aim should be to use our 

time to hand on this parish to the next generation better than we 

received it.  This week, the focus is on the second element, what we 

can give of our treasure. 

Given the strong increase in weekly donations to this Parish since 

2016, as shown with the leaflet handed out at of Mass this week, many 

of you may ask why the Parish is appealing for more money.  It is 

certainly true that we have been blessed in recent years by the 

generosity of our Parishioners.  Even during COVID, when we were 

seriously concerned about the drop in funding that might occur as the 

collecting baskets were suspended, Holy Ghost parishioners 

continued to donate both on line or via the machines now at the back 

of the church,  

The result is that, as can be seen from the summary in the leaflet, the 

Parish achieved a surplus of some 14% in 2022.   

However, the surplus was less than the Gift Aid rebate and only slightly 

greater than the aggregate of one-off donations and appeals.  As a 

parish we still fall short of covering our regular expenditure from our 



weekly giving.  We are reliant on Gift Aid and on large lump sum 

donations that cannot be guaranteed or budgeted for.   

When we held the last planned giving drive in 2018, the average giving 

per parishioner was less than the price of a cup of coffee.  Our giving 

has increased in the intervening years, but that coffee has increased 

even more.  We are all very aware from our daily lives of the increase 

in the general costs of living – particularly essentials such as food and 

heating.  That inflation is also affecting the Parish’s costs.  And not just 

those for the Parish.  Covid had a big negative impact on Diocesan 

finances and that will mean the need for further support from its 

parishes.  The Catholic Church is dependent on the generosity of its 

parishioners for its income. 

This week, please consider the many different ways of giving, not just 

the weekly donations but also asking for Masses or lighting candles.  

Are we doing enough to pass on to our children the culture of donating 

to the Church? 

Please consider how you donate.  Gift Aiding is vital for generating that 

extra income without which we could not cover our costs.  Standing 

Orders provide an easy way of ensuring the Parish receives a regular, 

consistent, and reliable flow of funds. Many parishioners find it 

convenient and budget friendly. You can cancel and change it 



whenever you want.  And it really helps the Parish as society becomes 

ever more cashless and banks less accessible. 

Lastly, please consider what you donate to the Parish on a weekly 

basis.  Cardinal Hume suggested that we could donate the first hour’s 

pay of our working week.  Does your financial contribution to the 

parish reconcile your means with its needs?  

We are not asking for more than you can afford.  Whatever you 

decide, the Parish is very grateful for all you have given, all you 

continue to give and all you will give in the future.  Thank you for your 

support. 


