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Feedback to Parishioners at Holy Ghost Parish on the Synod 
 
It has been just three months since Pope Francis called the Catholic Church to a Synod.  We greatly 
appreciate the way you have responded to this opportunity to reflect together on our Parish life. You 
have contributed many different ideas, in many different ways. You reflected on how we rebuild our 
sense of community within the parish, how we become more welcoming and how we encourage 
participation. You also proposed creative ways of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with those 
who do not know Him yet. 
 
The overarching message we heard was the desire to come together for the Sacraments, to deepen 
our understanding of the faith, to strengthen bonds of friendship in the parish and to welcome those 
who feel excluded.  
 
For many parishioners, this meant coming together again with renewed fervour for Adoration, the 
Rosary, for Holy Hour and to participate in prayer groups. Others wanted to deepen their 
understanding of the Faith and their knowledge of what it means to be a Catholic today, in the 
context of the challenging world in which we live; they wanted to be better equipped to engage 
when Catholic principles are questioned or under direct attack in our contemporary society. Many 
spoke of the value they place on social activities within the Parish, with abundant examples of what 
has worked in the past and ideas for catalysing new groups and opportunities as we emerge from 
the Pandemic.  
 
Finally, many parishioners wanted to reach out beyond the parish, supporting activities that would 
strengthen links with other Catholic parishes and organisations in our neighbourhood. This included 
exploring opportunities to support charities, food banks and organisations that complemented the 
mission of the Parish. 
 
Participating in this Synodal Process has encouraged us all to think about how we rebuild our Parish 
life. There was a clear acknowledgement that we must take responsibility ourselves for this 
rebuilding, offering the talents God has given us for the Parish and wider Catholic Church. We trust 
and pray that, guided by the Holy Spirit as the patron of our Parish, we will be able to flourish in 
faith, friendship and service as we travel on this journey together.  
 
 


