Dear parishioners,
This is a sad time, as the country returns to a form of lockdown, which will inevitably affect our life
as a Church as well. Although at the time of writing (Wednesday morning) the details of the
legislation are still not completely clear, it seems inevitable that public worship will be suspended at
least until December – so we will not be able to have Mass with a congregation.
We will, however, continue to live stream Masses from Holy Ghost daily, at these times:
Monday – Friday, 9.30 am
Saturday, 10.00 am
Sunday, 11.30 am and 6.00 pm
The church will also remain open for private prayer every day. We aim to open the church between
8.30 am and 5.00 pm daily. When visiting for private prayer, please follow our well-established
routines of hand-sanitising, social distancing etc. Please help those who have volunteered to act as
cleaners by using the cleaning materials provided to sanitise any places you may have touched
(benches, kneelers) before leaving church. These materials are clearly marked, at the entrance to the
church.
We will also continue with Eucharistic Adoration, as normal, on Fridays from 10.00 am – 11.00 am,
and on Sundays from 5.00 pm – 5.45 pm.
Every Catholic has the right, under Canon Law, to confess their sins to a priest, and we hope to find a
way that Confessions can continue to be heard, obviously abiding by the guidelines and taking any
measures necessary to ensure this is done safely.
As I say, not all details are yet clear and we are still awaiting full guidance from the Diocese. We will
update you with further information as it becomes available.
Finally, a word of thanks – our plant sale for the SVP last Sunday raised £268.50. This money will go
to help the homeless at ‘Ace of Clubs’. Thank you for the generosity you show as a parish – let us
hope and pray we can soon gather again for worship, especially for Holy Mass, which brings us
together as a community, and inspires us in our daily lives as nothing else can.
With our blessing,
Fr Richard and Fr Giovanni
PS: our picture today depicts – of course – the day of Pentecost, and the gift of the Holy Spirit, to
whom our parish is dedicated. A reminder that God is always with us, even in troubled times.

