
Last week, our recently appointed Archbishop, John Wilson, met with all the priests in South West 
London to discuss his vision and plans for the diocese. One thing which came out was the 
importance of praying for new priestly vocations, upon which the life of any diocese depends. 


At Holy Ghost, we use the following prayer every Friday before Benediction. I would also 
encourage all parishioners to use it, and to pray regularly for new vocations, including from our 
own parish and families.


O Lord, our God, You renew the Church in every age by raising up priests outstanding in holiness, 
living witnesses of Your unchanging Love. In Your Plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for 
Your people. 

Fill the hearts of young men with the spirit of courage and love that they may answer Your call 
generously. Give parents the grace to encourage vocations in their family by prayer and good 
example. 

Raise up worthy priests for Your Altars and ardent, but gentle servants of the Gospel. Give the 
Church more priests and keep them faithful in their love and service. May many young men choose 
to serve You by devoting themselves to the service of Your people. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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WHAT’S ON ... ‘SEPTUAGESIMA’  
LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT 

The period of ‘Septuagesima’, 
leading up to  Ash Wednesday is a 
reminder that Lent is not far away. 
There are some fliers in the church 
porch (and a poster) outlining some 
of the special events taking place at 
Holy Ghost during Lent. Among 
these are an extended period of 
Eucharistic Adoration – Stations of 
the Cross every Sunday (special 
Stations for children on Sunday 
15th March) – two Lent talks – and of 
course extra services for Ash 
Wednesday and the Easter Triduum. 
Please take a flier after Mass.


RACIAL JUSTICE SECOND COLLECTION 
Thank you for your generosity in 
raising £513.66 in last weekend’s 
Second Collection to support the 
work of the Catholic Church in its 
promotion of racial justice in our 
Schools, our Parishes, and in wider 
society.


ALTERATIONS TO DAILY MASSES 
The 6.45 Mass is suspended from 
Monday 10th  February until Monday 
24th February (while Fr Tom is absent 
on leave). There will be an 8.30 Mass 
on Friday 14th  February, but not on 
Friday 21st February (half term). 


HALF TERM 
17th - 21st February 

As usual during Half-Term - the RCIA 
Course, First Holy Communion & 
Confirmation  programmes don't take 
place.


OPEN HOUSE 
The next Open House is this Monday, 
February 17th. Open House is an 
opportunity for parishioners to meet 
a priest without an appointment, to 
discuss routine matters such as 
registering for Baptism or Marriage – 
simply turn up between the times 
stated and wait your turn  downstairs 
until called.


EXPLORING OUR FAITH WITH ‘SYCAMORE’ 
This week we will begin running a 
s h o r t c o u r s e u s i n g t h e n e w 
‘Sycamore’ programme – an informal 
course about the Christian faith and 
its relevance today. Developed by 
Father Stephen Wang, a Catholic 
priest based in London, each session 
involves a short, high-quality film and 

time for discussion, exploring the 
richness of our Christian faith and its 
meaning in our lives. The name 
‘Sycamore’ comes from the story of 
Zacchaeus in the Gospels, who 
climbed a sycamore tree in order to 
see Jesus better. The course will run 
on Tuesday evenings and the final 
date for your diary is – 25th February 
(‘Who is Jesus?’). Meetings take 
place in the Plunkett Room at the 
Parish Centre. Each evening will 
begin with light refreshments at 7.30 
pm, and we will aim to finish by 9.00 
pm (for those who may need to get 
home to relieve baby-sitters etc.) We 
hope you can join us and look 
forward to seeing you there.


PARENT & TODDLER GROUP 
NEXT MEETING 

The Parent and Toddler Group 
generally meets on the First Sunday 
of the month, after the 9.30 Mass. 
The meeting will usually be held at a 
local coffee shop with the option of 
coming along to the park/ soft play 
after.

The next meeting of the group will 
be  SUNDAY 1ST  MARCH. If you 
would like to join for some much 
n e e d e d c o f f e e a n d a d u l t 
conversation, please contact Georgie 
at 

georgina_palmer@outlook.com

We look forward to meeting you!


EMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP  
The prayer group meet every first 
Tuesday of most months: Mar 3rd; 
May 5th, June 2nd & July 7th. The 
meetings are from 8pm - 9.30pm in 
the church, and include praise, 
formation, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament and the opportunity for 
Confession. All are very welcome. 
More information can be found at 

www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk


GALILEE GROUPS 
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

T h e G a l i l e e G r o u p i s a n 
open group  for men discerning their 
vocation. The group meets  here at 
Holy Ghost on the First Friday of 
most months for prayer, faith 
formation and as an opportunity to 
get to know others searching for the 
will of God in their lives. For more 
information please contact Fr Richard 
at richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk


THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20

Psalm: 118:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34


1 Corinthians 2:6-10

Matthew 5:17-37


MONDAY 17

6.30 - 
8pm

Open House 
Parish Centre

TUESDAY 18

7.30pm
Emmanuel Prayer Group 
(1st Tues) 
Church

8pm St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
(2nd & 4th Tues)

WEDNESDAY 19

THURSDAY 20

8pm Choir Practice 
Parish Centre

FRIDAY 21

7pm Galilee Groups Vocational 
Discernment (1st Fri)

SATURDAY 22

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK 
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows:  

Gift Aid    £1,394.00 
Loose      £   713.93 
Total        £2,107.93 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE 
The Parish Office will be 
closed from Monday 17 to 
Wednesday 19 February due 
to preparation for our yearly 
audi t . I t wi l l reopen on 
Thursday 20 February at the 
usual time of 9am - 12 noon.

mailto:georgina_palmer@outlook.com
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PARISH QUIZ NIGHT  
THURS 12TH MARCH                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The parish will be holding a 
QUIZ NIGHT at the ‘Balham 
Bowls Club’ on Thursday 12th 
March, beginning at 7.30 pm for 
an 8.00 pm start.

Tickets are on sale after Mass 
today (and are also available 
from the Parish Office, 27 
Nightingale Square, from 9.00 – 
12.00 on weekday mornings). 
Tickets cost just £7 (which 
includes a free glass of wine/
beer or a soft drink – so it is a 
real bargain!). We have a very 
experienced quiz master, and 
the format is that of a ‘pub 
quiz’, so it is sure to be a very 
enjoyable evening.

We have held several of these 
quiz nights before, and they 
have always been a great 
success – so do come along 
and bring family and friends as 
well. We look forward to seeing 
you there!


DECORATION IN LADY CHAPEL 
FINAL PHASE 

We hope that the final phase of 
the decoration work in the Lady 
Chapel will begin in the second 
week in February. This will 
complete the work begun last 
year. This final work involves 
completing the stencilling on 
the roof beams and adding a 
small frieze to the sanctuary, 
depicting some of the symbols 
of Our Lady from her Litany (the 
‘Litany of Loretto’). This work 
will complement the decoration 
already added to the walls and 
ceilings. The work will take a 
few weeks to complete, and will 
limit our use of the Lady Chapel 
during weekdays – but it will 
remain open for use at the 
weekends, when the space is 
most needed. This final phase 
of decoration completes the 
project begun back in 2018. We 
will soon move on to consider 
other works to enhance our 
parish site – especially to 
consider improvements at the 
Parish Centre – watch this 
space for further details!


LONDON CATHOLIC HISTORY WALKS 
Fr iday February 21s t , a  
NEWMAN WALK to mark the 
Birthday of St John Henry 
Newman. Meet 5pm (note time)  
at the Newman shrine, Church of 
the Most Precious Blood, 
OMeara Street London SE1 
(nearest tube: London Bridge). 
We will walk to Newman's 
birthplace near the Bank of 
England. 

Saturday February 22nd: 
LONDON BRIDGE, Viking 
battles, and the City.  Meet  
2pm   Church of Our Lady of La 
Salette Melior Street, London 
SE1 (nearest tube: London 
Bridge). Famil ies special ly 
welcome: this Walk includes 
information and fun for any 
children who come along.


PARISH SCHOOL REFERENCE FORMS 
IMPORTANT 

Dur ing the recent schoo l 
application process, it became 
apparent that a good number of 
families – including those we 
know attend Mass here very 
regularly – have not been filling 
in the ‘Parish School Reference 
Forms’ provided at the back of 
church. If you have a child of 
school age, and want them to 
attend a Catholic school, it is 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t y o u 
complete one of these forms 
every time you attend Sunday 
Mass – this is the only way we 
can obtain an objective record of 
your Mass attendance. You may 
think Fr Richard knows you very 
well, so that you don’t need to 
bother with the forms – but you 
should remember that parish 
priests can be moved at short 
notice (or might fall under a bus!) 
– a new parish priest would only 
have the school forms to go on. 
Moreover, increasingly strict 
government rules mean it is vital 
we have an OBJECTIVE record 
of your Mass attendance – 
simply relying on the parish 
priest knowing your face is not 
enough. Lastly, please be aware 
that – according to national 

policy – there is no automatic 
right of admission for siblings, 
unless the requirements on 
weekly Mass attendance are 
also met.

We all know how stressful the 
school application process can 
be in London, and no one 
w a n t s t o m a k e i t m o re 
complicated than it already is 
(least of all parish priests!) – 
but it is in your own best 
interests to fill in the school 
forms regularly, so please take 
the time to do so. May we also 
remind you to fill out the forms 
with FULL NAMES – we cannot 
identify you or your children by 
Christian name alone!

(Please note: it is also possible 
to use the weekly Gift Aid 
envelopes to record your Mass 
attendance – but you need to 
arrange this with the Parish 
Office. Your Gift Aid envelopes 
will not be used as a record of 
Mass attendance unless you 
have explicitly requested it.)


THE PASSAGE  
ST DAVID’S DAY CONCERT 

The Passage is a Christian 
Charity working with homeless 
people. Please support a St 
David’s Day concert in aid of 
The Passage at Methodist 
Central Hall, Westminster on 
F r i d a y 2 8 F e b r u a r y a t 
7.00pm.  The concert features 
the London Welsh Male Voice 
Choir with guest soloists Claire 
Jones   (harp) and Aled Wyn 
Davies (tenor) and Guto Harri 
(Compère).

Please book online through 
Eventbrite stdavidsday.enventb
rite.co.uk

Full details to book are on the 
website www.passage.org.uk

or telephone 020 75921856 or 
email info@passage.org.uk


A d d i t i o n a l e v e n i n g 
Confessions every f irst 
Sunday of the month, 5.00 - 
5.30pm. NEXT AVAILABLE 
THIS SUN 1 MARCH.

http://stdavidsday.enventbrite.co.uk/
http://stdavidsday.enventbrite.co.uk/
http://www.passage.org.uk/
mailto:info@passage.org.uk
http://stdavidsday.enventbrite.co.uk/
http://stdavidsday.enventbrite.co.uk/
http://www.passage.org.uk/
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MASSES   etc ...
SAT 15 5.30pm Holy Mass Rita Richards RIP

SUN 16 6th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Theresa Mowah & Family (Intentions)

Sexagesima 9.30am Family Mass Alma Abel RIP

11am Sung Mass Jean-Paul Ribrioux RIP

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Pro Populo

MON 17 Feria 9.30am Holy Mass Mensah Family Deceased RIP

TUE 18 Feria 9.30am Holy Mass Donald & Joan White RIP

WED 19 Feria 9.30am Holy Mass Oswald Dupre & Family RIP

THU 20 Feria 9.30am Holy Mass John, Anthony, Kenneth & Gerard 
Agbueze (Intentions)

FRI 21 St Peter Damian 9.30am Holy Mass Sean Kirby RIP

SAT 22 Chair of St Peter 10am Holy Mass Brenda McGrath (Welfare)

5.30pm Holy Mass Rita Richards RIP

SUN 23 7th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Kon Lee & Therese Li Sing Pak RIP

Quinquagesima 9.30am Family Mass Thomas McCauley (Welfare)

11am Sung Mass Sr Raphael

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Pro Populo

EXPOSITION 
On Fr idays there is 
generally Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
from after the 9.30am 
Mass, concluding with 
Benediction at 6pm. 


CONFESSIONS 
C o n f e s s i o n s a r e 
generally available every 
day after the 9.30am 
M a s s ( M o n - F r i ) , 
T h u r s d a y s 2 . 4 5 - 
4.30pm, and Saturdays 
10.30 - 11am. 

       REQUESTING A MASS	  
To request a Mass, 
please use one of the 
envelopes available in 
the Church Porch - 
printing all details. You 
can p lace i t i n the 
Collecting bag or through 
t h e P a r i s h C e n t r e 
l e t t e r b o x . W h e n 
requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by 
email or telephone.


MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 
- 11.30am).

PRIESTS 
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL


(Parish Priest)

Father Richard’s email: 

richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh

(Assistant Parish Priest)


Father Tom’s email: 
thomasbakulumpagi@rcaos.org.uk


PARISH OFFICE 
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)


Mrs Valerie Slezak 

(Parish Secretary)


Holy Ghost Parish Office

27 Nightingale Square


London SW12 8QJ

T: 020 8355 0211

F: 020 8355 0212


E: balham@rcaos.org.uk 

W: http://www.hgbalham.com


PRIESTS’ HOUSE 
36 Nightingale Square 


London SW12 8QN

Tel: 020 8355 0211


ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

Just visit the website and go to 

Newsletter and then Subscribe. 

mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com
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