
We often get a good number of people enquiring about baptism for their children at this time of 
year.

The ‘Code of Canon Law’ (which governs the life of the Church) calls Baptism ‘the gateway to the 
Sacraments’. It adds: ‘By it people are freed from sins, are born again as children of God and, 
made like to Christ by an indelible character, are incorporated into the Church’. 

Both adults and children can be baptised.


To quote the Code again: ‘To be admitted to baptism, an adult must have manifested the intention 
to be baptised, [and] must be adequately instructed in the truths of the faith and the duties of a 
Christian’. 

For an adult this ‘instruction in the truths of the faith’ normally takes place during a course known 
as ‘The Rite of Christian initiation of adults’ (RCIA), and they are then baptised at Easter. However, 
a priest can instruct and baptise adults at other times as well. Adults who have already been 
baptised in a different Christian tradition (for example, the Church of England) are not ‘re-baptised’ 
if they choose to become Catholics – however, they would receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

The Code of Canon Law also specifies what is required for a child to be baptised. Firstly, that the 
parents (at least one parent) or guardians give their consent, and secondly ‘that there be a well-
founded hope that the child will be brought up in the Catholic religion’. In other words, those 
responsible for the child must be truly committed to bringing their child to Mass, ensuring they 
learn about the Catholic faith, and enabling them to receive the other Sacraments in due course. If 
this commitment is missing, or the priest is uncertain about it, then, says the Code ‘the baptism is 
to be deferred and the parents advised of the reason for this’. If circumstances change, the 
baptism can then take place at a later stage.


If you wish to have your child baptised here at Holy Ghost, you should always begin by 
speaking to a priest – either after Mass or at ‘Open House’ on Monday evenings. 
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WHAT’S ON ... ‘SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD’ 
Pope Francis has designated this 
Sunday – the 3rd of Ordinary Time – 
as the ‘Sunday of the Word of God’. 
Of course, in a very real way, EVERY 
Sunday is dedicated to the Word of 
God, proclaimed in the Lessons and 
the Gospel. However, today is a good 
opportunity to ensure we do indeed 
value the place of the Scriptures in 
our Faith – and use them to guide 
every action of our lives.


OPEN HOUSE 
The next Open House is this Monday, 
January 27th. Open House is an 
opportunity for parishioners to meet 
a priest without an appointment, to 
discuss routine matters such as 
registering for Baptism or Marriage – 
simply turn up between the times 
stated and wait your turn  downstairs 
until called.


PASTORAL & FINANCE  
COMMITTEE MEETING  

The Pastoral & Finance Committee 
meets this coming Monday 27 
January at 8pm in the Parish Centre.


8.30 MASS ON FRIDAYS

The 8.30 Mass on Friday mornings is 
specially timed so that pupils at Holy 
Ghost School can attend Mass 
before school begins. We invite all 
the pupils and their families to come 
and share in this Mass, which is the 
perfect way to say THANK YOU to 
God at the end of the week. If your 
child would be interested in reading 
at this Mass, please speak to Fr 
Richard or Fr Tom. Children who have 
been trained as altar servers are also 
warmly invited to serve – again, just 
let one of the priests know you would 
like to help.

EXPLORING OUR FAITH WITH ‘SYCAMORE’ 
This week we will begin running a 
s h o r t c o u r s e u s i n g t h e n e w 
‘Sycamore’ programme – an informal 
course about the Christian faith and 
its relevance today. Developed by 
Father Stephen Wang, a Catholic 
priest based in London, each session 
involves a short, high-quality film and 
time for discussion, exploring the 
richness of our Christian faith and its 
meaning in our lives. The name 
‘Sycamore’ comes from the story of 
Zacchaeus in the Gospels, who 
climbed a sycamore tree in order to 
see Jesus better. The course will run 
on Tuesday evenings and the dates 
for your diaries are – 28th January 
(‘The search for happiness’), 4th 

February (‘The existence of God’), 
11th February (‘A God who speaks’) 
and 25th February (‘Who is Jesus?’). 
Meetings take place in the Plunkett 
Room at the Parish Centre. Each 
even ing wi l l beg in w i th l ight 
refreshments at 7.30 pm, and we will 
aim to finish by 9.00 pm (for those 
who may need to get home to relieve 
baby-sitters etc.) We hope you can 
join us and look forward to seeing 
you there.


ALTAR SERVERS’ TRAINING 
SATURDAY 1st FEBRUARY 

The next Altar Servers’ training – the 
first of 2020 – will be on Saturday 
1st  February from 11.30 – 1.00 
(concluding with pizza). We do 
encourage all our servers to make 
every effort to attend.


PARISH BINGO 
Next Saturday 1 February at 7pm in 
the Plunkett Room of the Parish 
Centre (27 Nightingale Square). All 
welcome.


SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 
FEAST OF CANDLEMAS 

Next Sunday, the 2nd February is the 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
or Candlemas. Falling 40 days after 
Christmas, it marks the final end of 
the Christmas season (and so the 
Crib will then be removed). We will 
celebrate the blessing of candles, 
and procession, at the 11.00 Sung 
Mass that day.


EMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP  
The prayer group meet every first 
Tuesday of most months: Feb 4th; 
Mar 3rd; May 5th, June 2nd & July 
7th. The meetings are from 8pm - 
9.30pm in the church, and include 
praise, formation, Adoration of the 
B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t a n d t h e 
opportunity for Confession. All are 
very welcome. More information can 
be found at 

www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk


GALILEE GROUPS 
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

T h e G a l i l e e G r o u p i s a n 
open group  for men discerning their 
vocation. The group meets  here at 
Holy Ghost on the First Friday of 
most months for prayer, faith 
formation and as an opportunity to 
get to know others searching for the 
will of God in their lives. For more 
information please contact Fr Richard 
at richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk


THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Isaiah 8:23-9:3

Psalm: 26:1, 4, 13-14


1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17

Matthew 4:12-23


MONDAY 27

6.30 - 
8pm

Open House 
Parish Centre

8pm
Pastoral & Finance 
Committee Meeting 
Parish Centre

7pm RCIA Course 
Visitation Room

TUESDAY 28

7.30pm
Emmanuel Prayer Group 
(1st Tues) 
Church

7.30pm ‘Sycamore’ Programme 
Plunkett Room

8pm St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
(2nd & 4th Tues)

WEDNESDAY 29

4.30 - 
5.30pm

FHC Preparation 
Parish Centre

THURSDAY 30

7pm Confirmation Preparation 
Church Crypt

8pm Choir Practice 
Parish Centre

FRIDAY 31

7pm Galilee Groups Vocational 
Discernment (1st Fri)

SATURDAY 1

9am - 
10am

FHC Preparation 
Parish Centre

11.30 - 
1pm

Altar Servers’ Training 
Church

7pm Parish Bingo 
Plunkett Room

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK 
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows:  

Gift Aid    £1,267.58 
Loose      £   777.14 
Total        £2,044.72 

http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk
http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk
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PARISH QUIZ NIGHT 
THURSDAY 12 MARCH 

The parish will be holding a Quiz 
Night at the ‘Balham Bowls 
Club’ on Thursday 12th  March. 
Tickets will be on sale from next 
weekend (1st/2nd  February). We 
will be offering a free drink on 
arrival and there will be a raffle 
during the evening, as well as 
the quiz. We have held these 
quizzes before, and they have 
always been a great evening – 
so do come along and bring 
family and friends as well! Don’t 
forget to buy your tickets next 
week! We look forward to seeing 
you there…


SOUTH WEST LONDON  
CHORAL SOCIETY 

The South West London Choral 
Society are performing Stainer’s 
Crucifixion and Palestrina’s 
Stabat Mater at the start of Holy 
Week on Saturday 4 April.  
Rehearsals started on Monday 6 
January 7.30-9.30 at the Balham 
Baptist Church,  21 Ramsden Rd 
SW12 8QX (opposite Waitrose).  
SWLCS is a non-auditioning 
choir with 60 to 70 members 
and are always keen to welcome 
new singers.   More details on 
website www.swlcs.org.uk


SANCTA VITA SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Open Meeting 

Are you concerned about 
Catholic Secondary Education? 
Come and be part of a vision for 
change.   A new type of private 
Secondary School in London 
with a Catholic ethos and praxis 
  accessible to families from all 
income groups. Come and hear 
how this can be done and have 
y o u r q u e s t i o n s 
answered .  Thursday 30 th 
January 2020 7.30pm-9.30pm, 
Challoner Hall, Catholic Church 
of Our Lady of the Assumption 
and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
C e n t r a l L o n d o n ( n e a r e s t 
Underground Station Piccadilly 
Circus). Prior to the meeting 
Holy Mass shall be offered at 
6.30pm for the intentions of: 
“The Sanc ta V i t a Schoo l 
Development Project”. For full 
details go to

www.sanctavitaschool.org.uk


HEADTEACHER VACANCY MORTLAKE

The governors of St Mary 
Magdalen’s Catholic Primary 
School in Mortlake, London 
SW14 8HE are looking to recruit a 
Headteacher to take up post in 
September 2020.   For more 
information, please see the 
school website 

https://www.st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/ 

or contact Evelyn Fernandes 

at admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk 

for an application pack.


LONDON CATHOLIC HISTORY WALKS 
Come and enjoy discovering 
London's History! No need to 
book - just turn up! Everyone 
welcome. Suggested donation: 
£10. Each walk lasts about an 
hour and a half. 

S u n d a y F e b r u a r y 2 n d , A 
Candlemas Walk  along the 
Thames river to the Tower of 
London. Meet  3.30pm, Church of 
the Most P rec ious B lood , 
OMeara Street London SE1 
(nearest tube: London Bridge)

Sunday February 9th 2020  
WESTMINSTER: Parliament, 
the Abbey, and more. Meet 
3.30pm pm steps of Westminster 
Cathedral, SW1 (nearest tube: 
Victoria)

F r i d a y F e b r u a r y 2 1 s t , a  
NEWMAN WALK to mark the 
Birthday of St John Henry 
Newman. Meet 5pm (note time)  
at the Newman shrine, Church of 
the Most P rec ious B lood , 
OMeara Street London SE1 
(nearest tube: London Bridge). 
We wil l walk to Newman's 
birthplace near the Bank of 
England. 

Saturday February 22nd : 
LONDON BRIDGE, Vik ing 
battles, and the City. Meet   2pm  
Church of Our Lady of La Salette 
Mel ior Street, London SE1 
(nearest tube: London Bridge). 
Families specially welcome: this 
Walk includes information and fun 
for any children who come along. 
     


KNOCK SHRINE PILGRIMAGE

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to 
Knock Shrine, Ireland, celebrating 
t h e f e a s t o f S t . P a t r i c k .  
16th  March 2020. £599.00 per 
person sharing. Price includes 

flight with 10kg hand luggage, 
all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock 
House Hotel with breakfast and 
dinner. All entertainment and 
excursions included.   Lunches 
on days out . Whee lcha i r 
a c c e s s i b l e ro o m s . S i n g l e 
room supplement £100. Contac
t Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 
0 7 7 4 0 1 7 5 5 5 7 o r 
email  knockpilgrimages@gmail.
com. Knock Pilgrimages is a 
member of the Travel Trust 
A s s o c i a t i o n a n d i s f u l l y 
protected by ATOL T7613. 
(Mo re de ta i l s on chu rch 
noticeboard.)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


ST PHILOMENA’S, CARSHALTON 
EXAMINATION INVIGILATORS 

T h e G o v e r n o r s a t S t 
Philomena’s Catholic High 
School for Girls,  Carshalton, 
are looking to expand and add 
to their pool of Examination 
Invigilators to work on an ad-
h o c b a s i s , a s r e q u i r e d . 
E x a m i n a t i o n I n v i g i l a t o r s 
invigilate public examinations 
with the majority of hours 
worked undertaken in mid-May 
- June 2020. Further details and 
an application form available by 
emailing

recruitment@stphils.org.uk, 
calling the HR Officer on 020 
8642 2025, or downloading a 
form at

http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies


LODGINGS REQUIRED 
Long term Balham resident is 
looking for lodgings/room from 
mid Jan. He is a genial, single 
72 year old, act ively self 
employed. Budget: £800 a 
month. Reference available 
from parishioner, Oliver Pawle 
at:  
Oliver.Pawle@kornferry.com 
07836337179

A d d i t i o n a l e v e n i n g 
Confessions every f irst 
Sunday of the month, 5.00 - 
5.30pm. NEXT AVAILABLE 
ON SUN 2 FEBRUARY.

http://cs.org.uk/
http://www.sanctavitaschool.org.uk/
https://eur05.safelinks.prote
https://eur05.safelinks.prote
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:recruitment@stphils.org.uk
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
mailto:Oliver.Pawle@kornferry.com
http://cs.org.uk/
http://www.sanctavitaschool.org.uk/
https://eur05.safelinks.prote
https://eur05.safelinks.prote
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:recruitment@stphils.org.uk
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
mailto:Oliver.Pawle@kornferry.com
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MASSES   etc ...
SAT 25 5.30pm Holy Mass Gertie McDarby RIP

SUN 26 3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Philomena Conmee RIP

9.30am Family Mass Pro Populo

11am Sung Mass Michele Varchione RIP

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Mark Poirier RIP

MON 27 St Angela Merici 6.45am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Lucy D’Costa RIP

TUE 28 St Thomas Aquinas 6.45am Holy Mass George William Ssebanyiba RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Faustina Patricia Smiley (Intentions)

WED 29 Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Laurence Evans (Wellbeing)

9.30am Holy Mass Teresa Carriere (Intentions)

THU 30 Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Wyn Davies (Wellbeing)

9.30am Holy Mass John, Anthony, Kenneth & Gerard 
Agbueze (Intentions)

FRI 31 St John Bosco 8.30am Holy Mass Wyn Davies (Wellbeing)

9.30am Holy Mass Augusto Dresda RIP

SAT 1 Our Lady 10am Holy Mass Josie McCarthy (Welfare)

5.30pm Holy Mass Mary McNally RIP

SUN 2 Presentation  
of the Lord 8am Holy Mass Jean-Paul Ribrioux RIP

9.30am Family Mass Pro Populo

11am Sung Mass Rose & John Agbueze (Thanksgiviing)

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Holy Souls

EXPOSITION 
On Fr idays there is 
generally Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
from after the 9.30am 
Mass, concluding with 
Benediction at 6pm. 


CONFESSIONS 
C o n f e s s i o n s a r e 
generally available every 
day after the 9.30am 
M a s s ( M o n - F r i ) , 
T h u r s d a y s 2 . 4 5 - 
4.30pm, and Saturdays 
10.30 - 11am. 

       REQUESTING A MASS	  
To request a Mass, 
please use one of the 
envelopes available in 
the Church Porch - 
printing all details. You 
can p lace i t i n the 
Collecting bag or through 
t h e P a r i s h C e n t r e 
l e t t e r b o x . W h e n 
requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by 
email or telephone.


MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 
- 11.30am).

PRIESTS 
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL


(Parish Priest)

Father Richard’s email: 

richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh

(Assistant Parish Priest)


Father Tom’s email: 
thomasbakulumpagi@rcaos.org.uk


PARISH OFFICE 
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)


Mrs Valerie Slezak 

(Parish Secretary)


Holy Ghost Parish Office

27 Nightingale Square


London SW12 8QJ

T: 020 8355 0211

F: 020 8355 0212


E: balham@rcaos.org.uk 

W: http://www.hgbalham.com


PRIESTS’ HOUSE 
36 Nightingale Square 


London SW12 8QN

Tel: 020 8355 0211


ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

Just visit the website and go to 

Newsletter and then Subscribe. 

mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com
mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com

