
With the coming of the summer months, we enter the ‘wedding season’. We have several marriages 
forthcoming here at Holy Ghost, and have also prepared a large number of couples who are marrying 
elsewhere. We wish them all every blessing, on their ‘big day’ and throughout their lives together.


Catholic doctrine on marriage is neatly summarised by a single passage from St Mark’s Gospel (Mk. 10: 7 – 9). 
Jesus says:


‘From the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason, a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one. So, they are no longer two but one. What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder’. 

Marriage is the union of man and woman – as Jesus says, this was God’s original plan for humanity, as far 
back as creation (Genesis 2:24). When they marry, the man and woman leave their own parents, and begin a 
new family, hoping (if God wills) to become parents themselves. Marriage and family, in the Catholic view, are 
inextricably linked. When husband and wife exchange their vows in the presence of God, God so blesses them 
that they become ‘no longer two but one’ - and this union is destined to last throughout the whole of their lives 
– for what God has joined together, man must not put asunder. As Jesus teaches elsewhere (Luke 16:18), 
divorce was never part of God’s plan (although He permitted it for a time in the Old Testament, due to the 
peoples’ ‘hardness of heart’, Matthew 19:8)).  Marriage has always been a part of human life, a source of 
comfort and support and one of the foundation stones of society. With the coming of Christianity, however, 
something new is added – marriage is also a Sacrament, a means of grace, and a path to sanctity for the 
couple and their children.


Today, there are fewer marriages than there used to be – and society places huge pressures on married 
couples. We need to pray for an increase in vocations to the married life (just as we pray for an increase in 
priestly vocations) – and to give thanks for the many Catholic couples who, despite all the challenges, give us 
such a great witness to married love.
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WHAT’S ON ... PETER’S PENCE 
Thank you for your generosity in 
raising £465.64 in last week’s second 
collection for Peter’s Pence. 

PARISH BINGO 
This Saturday 6 July at 7pm in the 
Plunkett Room of the Parish Centre 
(27 Nightingale Square). All welcome.


VOLUNTEERS FOR  
9.30am SUNDAY CHOIR


We are looking for volunteer singers 
and musicians to join us leading the 
music for the children’s Mass. We 
rehearse at 9am each Sunday and on 
an occasional Thursday evening 
(perhaps once a term). Everyone is 
welcome - enthusiasm rather than 
experience required - please come 
and talk to us after Mass or send an 
email to sickingc@ebrd.com


GIFT AID	
The new sets of envelopes were 
recently given out at weekend 
Masses. If you have not collected 
yours, please contact the organiser, 
Denis Cross, 8682 0988, 

balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk. If you have 
changed your address, no longer pay 
tax or want to join the parish’s Gift 
Aid scheme he would also like to 
hear from you.


OPEN HOUSE 
Open House takes place this Monday 
8 July from 6.30pm till 8.00pm in the 
Parish Centre. Open House is an 
opportunity for parishioners to meet 
a priest without an appointment, to 
discuss routine matters such as 
registering for Baptism or Marriage – 
simply turn up between the times 
stated and wait your turn  downstairs 
until called.


CONFIRMATION 2020

There will be a Parents’ Meeting 
regarding Confirmation for next year 
(2020) on Thursday 11th July at 8pm 
in the CHURCH. This meeting is for 
parents only. It is required that all 
candidates for Confirmation be in Yr 
8 and above and must be practising 
Catholics, that is, already attending 
Sunday Mass here at Holy Ghost 
every week. This meeting will last no 
more than one hour. May we remind 
you that if you wish your child to 
receive their Confirmation here at 
Holy Ghost, you must attend this 
meeting in person. Registration forms 
will not be given to third parties, nor 

are they available from the Parish 
Office or by email.


SERVERS’ MASS & SUMMER PARTY - 
SATURDAY 13 JULY 

The altar servers’ end of year Mass 
and summer party takes place next 
Saturday, 13th  July, beginning at 
12.15pm in the Church. We do 
expect all our servers to attend, 
unless impossible. Please sign up on 
the list in the sacristy today, so that 
we know how many to expect. Thank 
you!


6.45 & 8.30 WEEKDAY MASSES  
& SUNDAY 9.30 - SUMMER SCHEDULE 

The last 6.45 Mass before the 
summer break will take place on 
THURSDAY 18TH  JULY, resuming on 
Monday 16th  September. The last 
8.30 Mass on Fridays will be on 
FRIDAY 12TH  JULY, resuming on 
Friday 13th  September (please note 
there is no 8.30 Mass on 19th July, as 
the 9.30 Mass that day is an end-of-
term Mass for the whole of Holy 
Ghost School).

The last 9.30 Sunday Mass before 
the summer break will take place on 
SUNDAY 21ST JULY, resuming on 
Sunday 8th September.


FRIDAY ADORATION & SUNDAY HOLY 
HOURS - SUMMER SCHEDULE 

The last date for Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Fridays before 
t h e s u m m e r w i l l b e F R I D AY 
19TH  JULY, resuming on Friday 
6th  September (During the summer 
holiday period, there will be a Holy 
Hour on Fridays, from 10.00 – 11.00 
am). The last date for Sunday 
afternoon Holy Hour will be SUNDAY 
14TH  JULY, resuming after the 
s u m m e r b r e a k o n S u n d a y 
8th September.


PARISH SUMMER ROAST 
SUNDAY 21 JULY


Our summer roast takes place on 
Sunday 21st  July, in the grounds of 
Holy Ghost School, from 12.00 – 
3.00pm: good food and drink and 
activities for all the family. PLEASE 
ENSURE YOU RETURN YOUR 
BOOKING FORMS AND MONEY TO 
THE PARISH OFFICE NO LATER 
THAN SUNDAY 14TH  JULY. A few 
booking forms are still available in the 
church porch if you need one. Do 
come along and join us for a very 
enjoyable afternoon.


THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Isaiah 66:10-14

Psalm: 65:1-7,16, 20


Galatians 6:14-18

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20


MONDAY 8

9 - 
10.30am

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Parish Centre

6.30 - 
8pm

Open House 
Parish Centre

TUESDAY 9

8pm
St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
(2nd & 4th Tues) 
Plunkett Room

WEDNESDAY 10

10am Church Cleaning 
Church

THURSDAY 11

8pm
Confirmation Parents’ 
Meeting (2020) 
Church

8pm Choir Practice 
Parish Centre

FRIDAY 12

SATURDAY 13

12.15pm Servers’ Mass & Party 
Church

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK 
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows:  

Gift Aid    £1049.40 
Loose      £  695.76     
Total        £1745.16 

mailto:sickingc@ebrd.com
mailto:balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:sickingc@ebrd.com
mailto:balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk
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EUCHARISTIC REVERENCE 
A note from Fr Richard & Fr Tom 

We were very distressed recently 
to find a consecrated Host, 
apparently discarded outside 
the church beside the lawn. We 
don’t know how this can have 
happened.

It has also come to our notice 
that one or more people – 
h a v i n g r e c e i v e d H o l y 
Commun ion – have been 
breaking off a piece of the Host 
to give to their toddlers. No 
doubt they have done this 
without meaning harm by it. 
However, it is clearly very wrong 
(1) because children cannot 
receive the Host until after they 
have made their First Holy 
Communion, and been properly 
prepared to receive (2) the Host 
must never be treated like a 
biscuit or sweet, to be broken 
up and shared – it is Christ’s 
l iv ing Body, sacramental ly 
present, and must always be 
treated with the greatest love 
and reverence.

This is a call for us all to 
examine our own consciences 
and ensure we always treat the 
Blessed Sacrament with the 
greatest care. We would ask our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
C o m m u n i o n t o e x e r c i s e 
vigilance in this regard, and we 
will do all we can to ensure the 
Holy Eucharist is always treated 
with respect.

Father Richard and Father Tom 

SEA SUNDAY 
Next week is Sea Sunday, when 
the Church prays for all those 
who live and work at sea. There 
will be a second collection for 
Stella Maris, Apostleship of the 
Sea, the official maritime welfare 
agency of the Catholic Church. 
It provides practical and spiritual 
support to seafarers visiting our 
ports. As it is dependent on 
voluntary donations, please give 
g e n e r o u s l y . F o r m o r e 
information about its work, 

visit 

www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk


NEED FOR CONFIRMATION 
CATECHISTS 

We a r e l o o k i n g f o r m o r e 
vo l un tee rs t o he l p a t t he 
Confirmation programme in our 
parish. The course normally starts 
in November until June the 
following year. Please you need 
not worry about any qualifications 
or prior training as a catechist. All 
that is required is your passion 
and desire to share your faith in a 
simple and accessible way. 
Training can also be arranged for 
you in due course. If interested 
please speak to Fr Tom for more 
details.   

JOSEPHE POLYDOR RIP 
Please pray for Josephe Polydor 
who passed away on 17 June. 
Her Requiem Mass will take place 
here at Holy Ghost Church on 
Thursday 11 July at 12 noon. Our 
deepest sympathy and promise 
of prayers go to her family. May 
she rest in peace.


OBITUARY - Miss Fiona Armitage 
Of your charity please pray for 
Fiona Armitage who passed away 
on Tuesday 25th June at St. 
Georges Hospital. Some of you 
would know Fiona from her work 
volunteering in the parish office 
on Thursdays. Fiona’s Funeral 
Mass will take place here at Holy 
Ghost Church on Thursday 18 
July at 12 noon. May her soul 
Rest In Peace. 

EMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The prayer group will meet every 
first Tuesday of the month. The 
meetings begin at 7.30pm, and 
inc lude p ra i se , fo rmat ion , 
A d o r a t i o n o f t h e B l e s s e d 
Sacrament and the opportunity 
for Confession. All are very 
welcome. More information can 
be found at 

www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk


GALILEE GROUPS 
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

T h e G a l i l e e G r o u p i s a n 
open  group  for men discerning 
their vocation. The group meets  
here at Holy Ghost on the First 
Friday of most months for prayer, 
fa i th format ion and as an 
opportunity to get to know others 
searching for the will of God in 

their lives. The meetings begin 
with Benediction in church at 
6pm. There is no meeting in 
August.

For more information please 
contact the vocations' team at 

southwarkpriest@gmail.com	

DEBBIE FLOOD  
SPEAKS ABOUT HER FAITH  

11 JULY 2019 
Former rowing world champion, 
Debbie Flood will speak about 
h e r s p o r t i n g c a re e r a n d 
Christian faith at the London 
Rowing C lub , Pu tney on 
Thursday 11 July at 7pm. 
Tickets £15 include drinks 
reception and goody bag worth 
£30. All proceeds support 
SPCK’s p r i sone r l i t e racy 
programme. 

Visit

bit.ly/spckdebbieflood or phone 
Richard Scott at SPCK on 020 
7592 3900.


MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE 
PILGRIMAGES  

JUNE - OCT 2019 
Seven nights B&B and airport 
shuttle service from Dubrovnik 
or Split for €279 per person 
sharing. Book any flight - any 
t i m e a n d t h e y p r o v i d e 
guaranteed airport shuttle 
service. Call them for further 
information and book the dates 
that suit you. Tel 020 3239 8662 
or email

r e s e r v a t i o n s @ m e d -
irishcentre.com

See noticeboard for more 
details.


ST JOHN BOSCO CHILDRENS’ 
SUMMER CAMP July - August 

The St John Bosco Childrens 
Summer Camp at Aldham 
Essex. This is an activities 
camp with a Catholic ethos. It is 
for children aged 8 to 13 and 
costs £160 per week. (See 
church noticeboard for more 
details.) Should you require an 
appl icat ion form  or more 
information then please look on 
the website

http://svpboscocamp.org.uk


PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK 
P i l g r i m a g e t o K n o c k 
26th August 2019 – See poster 
on the church noticeboard.


http://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk
http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:southwarkpriest@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/spckdebbieflood
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
http://svpboscocamp.org.uk/Default.aspx
http://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk
http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:southwarkpriest@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/spckdebbieflood
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
http://svpboscocamp.org.uk/Default.aspx
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MASSES   etc ...
SAT 6 5.30pm Holy Mass Pauline Roche RIP

SUN 7 14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Sabato Feniello RIP

9.30am Family Mass Pro Populo

11am Sung Mass James & Adeline Fisher RIP

& Hugh Laurence Fisher RIP

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass James Brown (Thanksgiving)

MON 8 Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Ann Creaney RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Fr Patrick Cope & Arthur Cope RIP

TUE 9 St Augustine 
Zhao Rong 6.45am Holy Mass Kieron Pass (Wellbeing)

9.30am Holy Mass Thanksgiving (St Michael)

WED 10 Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Wyn Davies (Wellbeing)

9.30am Holy Mass Agnes Moszuti (Intentions)

THU 11 St Benedict 6.45am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Fr Agnellus Murphy (Intentions)

12 noon Requiem Josephe Marie Therese Polydor RIP

FRI 12 Feria 8.30am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Fr Denis Lynch (Wellbeing)

SAT 13 St Mildred 10am Holy Mass Reneé Matty & Lilia Regis RIP

5.30pm Holy Mass John O’Gara RIP

SUN 14 15th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Pro Populo

9.30am Family Mass Fr Patrick Cope & Arthur Cope RIP

11am Sung Mass Margaret Caulfield RIP

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Marion Stanway RIP

EXPOSITION 
On Fr idays there is 
generally Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
from after the 9.30am 
Mass, concluding with 
Benediction at 6pm. 


CONFESSIONS 
C o n f e s s i o n s a r e 
generally available every 
day after the 9.30am 
M a s s ( M o n - F r i ) , 
T h u r s d a y s 2 . 4 5 - 
4.30pm, and Saturdays 
10.30 - 11am. 


REQUESTING A MASS	  
To request a Mass, 
please use one of the 
envelopes available in 
the Church Porch - 
printing all details. You 
can p lace i t i n the 
Collecting bag or through 
t h e P a r i s h C e n t r e 
l e t t e r b o x . W h e n 
requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by 
email or telephone.


MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 
- 11.30am).

PRIESTS 
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL


(Parish Priest)

Father Richard’s email: 

richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh

(Assistant Parish Priest)


Father Tom’s email: 
thomasbakulumpagi@rcaos.org.uk


PARISH OFFICE 
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)


Mrs Valerie Slezak 

(Parish Secretary)


Holy Ghost Parish Office

27 Nightingale Square


London SW12 8QJ

T: 020 8355 0211

F: 020 8355 0212


E: balham@rcaos.org.uk 

W: http://www.hgbalham.com


PRIESTS’ HOUSE 
36 Nightingale Square 


London SW12 8QN

Tel: 020 8355 0211


ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

Just visit the website and go to 

Newsletter and then Subscribe. 

mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com
mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com

