
This is the last newsletter before the summer break. Many of you will soon be 
going away for holidays, and both Fr Richard and Fr Tom will be away for a few 
weeks during this time as well. We welcome Fr Chidi Obiodu (who stayed with us 
last year) who will be helping out from mid-August into September.

Appropriately for the summer season, our picture above shows St Augustine by 
the seaside! The story is told that St Augustine, the great theologian and Doctor of 
the Church, was trying to write a book explaining the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 
Finding it difficult, he went for a walk beside the sea, to clear his mind. There he 
encountered a child, who had dug a small hole in the sand and was trying to 
empty the whole sea into his hole. Amused by this, St Augustine told him that 
what he was doing was hopeless – there was no way he could fit the entire sea 
into that little space. To which the child replied: ‘And there is no way, Augustine, 
that you will explain the whole mystery of the Holy Trinity in one little book’. St 
Augustine then realised that the child was in fact the Christ Child, sent in a vision 
to teach him humility, and the need to realise the limits of our human 
understanding.


The story perhaps teaches us the importance of taking a rest from our work from 
time to time – and that encounters with God can come in unexpected places. As 
we prepare for our summer holidays, let us ask God to give us the rest and 
recreation we need – and to remember that, wherever we are, He is never far from 
us.
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WHAT’S ON ... BAPTISMS 
A warm and loving welcome to Chloë 
Judd Baptised at Holy Ghost last 
weekend. Please keep Chloë - and 
her Parents and Godparents - in your 
prayers.


NEWSLETTER 
This weekend’s Newsletter (20/21 
July) will be the last before the 
Summer holiday season. The next 
Newsletter will be for the weekend of 
1 September. Most Parishes cease 
publication of their Newsletters 
during the Summer break - the 
reason being that there simply is no 
news - or nothing to draw anyone’s 
attention to, and the same applies 
here at Holy Ghost. Mass Intentions 
for the week always appear on the 
Noticeboard in the Church Porch - 
and this will continue throughout the 
Summer weeks. Any necessary 
announcements during this time will 
be made at the Masses. 


READERS &  
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

The Rotas finish this weekend - and 
during the Summer weeks we will 
operate on a sign-up Rota - simply a 
week ahead - as many people are 
unsure of their availability during this 
time. So, for example, this weekend 
there is a sign-up list for Readers & 
Extraordinary Ministers for next 
weekend 27/28 July. If you are on the 
Parish Readers’ list, or the Parish 
Extraordinary Ministers’ list, and you 
are going to be around, please check 
the sign-up Rota each week and put 
your name down .... and remember to 
turn up!


GIFT AID	
The new sets of envelopes were 
recently given out at weekend 
Masses. If you have not collected 
yours, please contact the organiser, 
Denis Cross, 8682 0988, 

balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk. If you have 
changed your address, no longer pay 
tax or want to join the parish’s Gift 
Aid scheme he would also like to 
hear from you.


6.45 & 8.30 WEEKDAY MASSES  
& SUNDAY 9.30 - SUMMER SCHEDULE 

The last 6.45 Mass before the 
summer break will take place on 
THURSDAY 18TH  JULY, resuming on 
Monday 16th  September. The last 
8.30 Mass on Fridays will be on 
FRIDAY 12TH  JULY, resuming on 
Friday 13th  September (please note 
there is no 8.30 Mass on 19th July, as 

the 9.30 Mass that day is an end-of-
term Mass for the whole of Holy 
Ghost School).

The last 9.30 Sunday Mass before 
the summer break will take place on 
SUNDAY 21ST JULY, resuming on 
Sunday 8th September.


FRIDAY ADORATION & SUNDAY HOLY 
HOURS - SUMMER SCHEDULE 

The last date for Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Fridays before 
t h e s u m m e r w i l l b e F R I D AY 
19TH  JULY, resuming on Friday 
6th  September (During the summer 
holiday period, there will be a Holy 
Hour on Fridays, from 10.00 – 11.00 
am). The last date for Sunday 
afternoon Holy Hour will be SUNDAY 
14TH  JULY, resuming after the 
s u m m e r b r e a k o n S u n d a y 
8th September.


OPEN HOUSE 
The last Open House before the 
summer break will take place on 
MONDAY 22ND JULY, resuming on 
Monday 2nd September.


PARENT, BABY & TODDLER GROUP

This week is last Parent, Baby & 
Toddler Group. They are taking a 
break for the summer holidays and 
will start up again on Monday 9th 
September from 9 - 10.30am.


CONFIRMATION 2020 
REGISTRATION FORMS 

These forms – given out at the 
Parents’ Meeting last week (Thursday 
11th July) must be returned no later 
than FRIDAY 26TH JULY.


LECTURE : FROM MOSES TO JESUS 
On Tuesday 30th July the parish will 
host a lecture in the crypt  from 8pm, 
surveying the ‘Journey of the 
Israelites from Moses to Jesus’  by Fr 
John Hemer. Fr John is a scripture 
scholar and professor at Allen Hall 
Seminary. Most of you would know Fr 
John from his Advent and Lenten 
Talks to the parish.   All are welcome.


NEXT ALTAR SERVERS’ MEETING 
Would our Altar Servers please note 
we will be holding our next meeting 
for them on SATURDAY 14TH 
SEPTEMBER, beginning in church at 
11.30am. This will be an important 
meeting, as it is the first one of the 
new ‘parish year’, and we do expect 
all our servers to be there. So, please 
make a note of this date in your 
diaries now!


THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Genesis 18:1-10

Psalm: 14:2-5


Colossians 1:24-28

Luke 10:38-42


MONDAY 22

9 - 
10.30am

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Parish Centre

6.30 - 
8pm

Open House 
Parish Centre

TUESDAY 23

8pm
St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
(2nd & 4th Tues) 
Plunkett Room

WEDNESDAY 24

10am Church Cleaning 
Church

THURSDAY 25

8pm Choir Practice 
Parish Centre

FRIDAY 26

SATURDAY 27

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK 
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows:  

Gift Aid    £129435 
Loose      £  886.39     
Total        £2180.74 

mailto:balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk
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EUCHARISTIC REVERENCE 
A note from Fr Richard & Fr Tom 

We were very distressed recently 
to find a consecrated Host, 
apparently discarded outside 
the church beside the lawn. We 
don’t know how this can have 
happened.

It has also come to our notice 
that one or more people – 
h a v i n g r e c e i v e d H o l y 
Commun ion – have been 
breaking off a piece of the Host 
to give to their toddlers. No 
doubt they have done this 
without meaning harm by it. 
However, it is clearly very wrong 
(1) because children cannot 
receive the Host until after they 
have made their First Holy 
Communion, and been properly 
prepared to receive (2) the Host 
must never be treated like a 
biscuit or sweet, to be broken 
up and shared – it is Christ’s 
l iv ing Body, sacramental ly 
present, and must always be 
treated with the greatest love 
and reverence.

This is a call for us all to 
examine our own consciences 
and ensure we always treat the 
Blessed Sacrament with the 
greatest care. We would ask our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
C o m m u n i o n t o e x e r c i s e 
vigilance in this regard, and we 
will do all we can to ensure the 
Holy Eucharist is always treated 
with respect.

Father Richard and Father Tom 

NEED FOR  
CONFIRMATION CATECHISTS 

We a re l ook ing fo r more 
vo lunteers to he lp a t the 
Confirmation programme in our 
parish. The course normally 
starts in November until June the 
following year. Please you need 
n o t w o r r y a b o u t a n y 
qualifications or prior training as 
a catechist. All that is required is 
your passion and desire to share 
your faith in a simple and 
accessible way. Training can 
also be arranged for you in due 
course. If interested please 
speak to Fr Tom for more details.   

EMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The prayer group will meet every 
first Tuesday of the month. The 
meetings begin at 7.30pm, and 
inc lude p ra i se , fo rmat ion , 
A d o r a t i o n o f t h e B l e s s e d 
Sacrament and the opportunity 
for Confession. All are very 
welcome. More information can 
be found at 

www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk


GALILEE GROUPS 
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

T h e G a l i l e e G r o u p i s a n 
open  group  for men discerning 
their vocation. The group meets  
here at Holy Ghost on the First 
Friday of most months for prayer, 
fa i th format ion and as an 
opportunity to get to know others 
searching for the will of God in 
their lives. The meetings begin 
with Benediction in church at 
6pm. There is no meeting in 
August.

For more information please 
contact the vocations' team at 

southwarkpriest@gmail.com	

TEEN STAR NEXT SEPTEMBER 
Teen STAR UK’s programmes for 
teenagers on relationships, love 
and sexuality will be offered in 
2019-2020. 

- In the Parish: 13/14 or 15/18 
girls' programmes (Mondays after 
school)

-  In Kensington: 15/18 boys' 
programme (Mondays 6.15 to 
7.30pm). 

Teen STAR UK is also offering a 
training course for would-be 
t u t o r s i n J a n u a r y 2 0 2 0 
(Wednesday, 8th to Sunday, 
12th  inclusive) at the Catholic 
Centre for Formation (21 Tooting 
B e c R o a d ) . We w o u l d b e 
delighted if you were to attend 
the training course with a view to 
becoming a fully trained Teen 
STAR UK tutor. The training also 
provides a great opportunity for 
parents, educators...to develop 
your skills on how to approach 
those topics with your teenagers.

You are invited to a meeting 
being held at the CCF on 
Monday, 16th September at 
7.30pm.

Contact  info.teenstaruk@gmail.co
m  to register your children to the 
programmes or for any question.


THE SOUTHWARK BRETHREN 
The Southwark Brethren is a 
long-standing charity which 
helps sick and retired Priests 
who are in need. We thank you 
for your continuous generosity 
in the past and ask for your help 
again this year. Please send 
donations to: Rev Paul Hough, 
St Elpheges Presbytery, 120 
Stafford Road, Wallington, 
Surrey SM6 9AY. Last year we 
were able to give £1700 each to 
40 Priests in the Diocese of 
Southwark and Arundel and 
Brighton, and also help 2 
work ing Pr iests who had 
serious sickness, to help their 
situation. In addition, we have a 
Gift Aid Scheme for those who 
pay tax and we thank the lay 
people who have joined by 
applying for a Gift Aid form.

ALTAR SERVERS’ SUMMER BREAK 

6 - 9TH AUGUST 
WOLDINGHAM SURREY 

Altar Servers Summer Break 
August Tuesday 6th – Friday 9th  
Woldingham, Surrey Cost £145 
This is an excellent few days for 
boy and girl servers aged 10- 
1 5 . M e e t i n g i n a h o l i d a y 
atmosphere activities include 
talks, discussions, prayer, daily 
Mass , as we l l a s spo r t , 
C h e s s i n g t o n W o r l d o f 
A d v e n t u re s , L a s e r E l i t e , 
Swimming. For more details 
take form, download from 
www.stanselmsdartford.wordpr
ess.com, or contact Fr. Stephen 
Boyle, Tel: 01322 220075, 
email:stanselm01@googlemail.c
o m ( P o s t e r o n c h u r c h 
noticeboard.)


GK CHESTERTON PILGRIMAGE 
The 9th Annual GK Chesterton 
Pilgrimage will take place on 
Saturday 27th July, please send 
a n y p r a y e r r e q u e s t s t o : 
CatholicGKCSociety@yahoo.co.
u k o r t e x t t h e m t o 
07795205114. Details of the 
many different ways in which 
you can be involved on the day, 
as well as printable GKC 
prayercards can be found on 
www.CatholicGKChestertonSoc
iety.co.uk  (Poster on church 
noticeboard.)

http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:southwarkpriest@gmail.com
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MASSES   etc ...
SAT 20 5.30pm Holy Mass Joe Mulroy RIP

SUN 21 16th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Pro Populo

9.30am Family Mass Thanksgiving 

(Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary)

11am Sung Mass Gaetano & Anna Tuccimei RIP

6pm Holy Mass Pauline Purnell RIP

MON 22 St Mary 
Magdalene 9.30am Holy Mass Fr Patrick Cope & Arthur Cope RIP

TUE 23 St Bridget 9.30am Holy Mass Holy Souls

WED 24 St Sharbel 
Makhlūf 9.30am Holy Mass Fr Patrick Cope & Arthur Cope RIP

THU 25 St James 9.30am Holy Mass Marijke Russell (Intentions)

FRI 26 Ss Joachim 

& Anne 9.30am Holy Mass Patricia Connors RIP

SAT 27 Our Lady 10am Holy Mass Leon Urbaniak RIP

5.30pm Holy Mass Kitty & Kevin Kilroy RIP

SUN 28 17th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass Pro Populo

11am Sung Mass
Louise D’Mello & Family Deceased


Cabral Family Deceased 

& Mrs Bashford RIP

6pm Holy Mass James Brown (Thanksgiving)

EXPOSITION 
On Fr idays there is 
generally Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
from after the 9.30am 
Mass, concluding with 
Benediction at 6pm. 

There is no Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
during the holiday period. 
There will be a Holy Hour 
from 10-11am. Adoration 
will resume on Friday 6th 
September.


CONFESSIONS 
C o n f e s s i o n s a r e 
generally available every 
day after the 9.30am 
M a s s ( M o n - F r i ) , 
T h u r s d a y s 2 . 4 5 - 
4.30pm, and Saturdays 
10.30 - 11am. 

       REQUESTING A MASS	  
To request a Mass, 
please use one of the 
envelopes available in 
the Church Porch - 
printing all details. You 
can p lace i t i n the 
Collecting bag or through 
t h e P a r i s h C e n t r e 
l e t t e r b o x . W h e n 
requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by 
email or telephone.


MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 
- 11.30am).

PRIESTS 
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL


(Parish Priest)

Father Richard’s email: 

richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh

(Assistant Parish Priest)


Father Tom’s email: 
thomasbakulumpagi@rcaos.org.uk


PARISH OFFICE 
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)


Mrs Valerie Slezak 

(Parish Secretary)


Holy Ghost Parish Office

27 Nightingale Square


London SW12 8QJ

T: 020 8355 0211

F: 020 8355 0212


E: balham@rcaos.org.uk 

W: http://www.hgbalham.com


PRIESTS’ HOUSE 
36 Nightingale Square 


London SW12 8QN

Tel: 020 8355 0211


ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

Just visit the website and go to 

Newsletter and then Subscribe. 

A HAPPY AND SAFE SUMMER 
TO YOU ALL!

mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com
mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com

