
Today we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, one of the most important feasts of 
the Church’s Year. It celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the birthday of the 
Church.

The English Catholic writer and scholar, Monsignor Ronald Knox said this about 
Pentecost, and the relationship between the Holy Spirit and the Church:

‘The Christian Church is the detonation of that explosive for which a train had 
been prepared through the centuries. Everything that happened before the day of 
Pentecost was a kind of dress-rehearsal for the day of Pentecost. That influence 
which the Holy Spirit had hitherto exercised sporadically, picking out here and 
there a mouthpiece suited to his ends, he now began to exercise within a 
delimited sphere, under agreed conditions, with calculable results…Baptism, the 
Sacraments, the life of grace – it has all been brought within our human compass.’

Since the day of Pentecost, we are assured that, as members of the Church, we 
will always have the assistance of the Holy Spirit. When a priest says Mass – when 
a Catholic couple exchange their marriage vows – when a baptised person prays – 
they know that the Holy Spirit is present with them, for this is what God has 
promised – and God never breaks his promises.


Today we give thanks to God for the gift of his Spirit, and we renew our 
commitment to serve Him faithfully, as members of His holy Catholic Church.
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WHAT’S ON ... WORLD COMMUNICATIONS 
Thank you for your generosity in 
raising £480.75 in last week’s second 
collection for World Communications 
Day.


SECOND COLLECTION 
This weekend there is a Second 
Collection after Holy Communion for 
the Catholic Trust for England & 
Wales (CaTEW). This trust  supports 
the legal, financial and charitable 
activities of the Bishops’ Conference, 
its departments, agencies and 
offices. This Collection helps supply 
the Bishops of England & Wales with 
the revenue necessary for the central 
administration of the Church in this 
country. Please be as generous as 
your means will allow.


VOLUNTEERS FOR  
9.30am SUNDAY CHOIR


We are looking for volunteer singers 
and musicians to join us leading the 
music for the children’s Mass. We 
rehearse at 9am each Sunday and on 
an occasional Thursday evening 
(perhaps once a term). Everyone is 
welcome - enthusiasm rather than 
experience required - please come 
and talk to us after Mass or send an 
email to sickingc@ebrd.com


SUNDAY ADORATION 
Sunday Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament takes place every Sunday 
from 5 - 5.45pm.


GIFT AID	
The new sets of envelopes were 
recently given out at weekend 
Masses. If you have not collected 
yours, please contact the organiser, 
Denis Cross, 8682 0988, 

balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk. If you have 
changed your address, no longer pay 
tax or want to join the parish’s Gift 
Aid scheme he would also like to 
hear from you.


6.45AM MASS RESUMES 10th JUNE

The 6.45am Mass resumes this week 
on Monday 10th June.	

OPEN HOUSE 
Open House takes place this Monday 
10 June from 6.30pm till 8.00pm in 
the Parish Centre. Open House is an 
opportunity for parishioners to meet 
a priest without an appointment, to 
discuss routine matters such as 
registering for Baptism or Marriage – 
simply turn up between the times 
stated and wait your turn  downstairs 
until called.


PASTORAL & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
The Pastoral & Finance Committee 
are meeting this Monday, 10 June, at 
8pm in the Church Crypt.


NEW MONSTRANCE - MANY THANKS

A sincere thank you to those who 
contributed generously to the cost of 
our new monstrance (the sacred 
vessel used to expose the Blessed 
S a c r a m e n t f o r E u c h a r i s t i c 
Adoration). The new monstrance is 
now in regular use – every Friday 
and Sunday, for the Emmanuel 
P r a y e r g r o u p a n d o n o t h e r 
occasions. The old monstrance, 
which was damaged, can now be 
mended, and will be used for special 
events. 


SERVERS’ CELEBRATION 
& BARBEQUE - NEW DATE 

We would like to confirm that the 
next date for an altar servers’ 
gathering will be SATURDAY 13TH 
JULY. This will be for a special Mass 
at 12.15, followed by our annual 
barbeque. Please ignore previously 
suggested dates – 1st June and 6th 
July – as both proved impossible! 
But we really hope 13th July is 
permanent and will not change! We 
do ask all our servers to attend if at 
all possible, as this will be the last 
gathering before the summer break.


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020	
We will have a Parents’ Meeting 
regarding First Holy Communion for 
next year (2020) on Tuesday 25th 
June at 8.00 pm in the CHURCH. If 
you are a pract is ing Cathol ic 
parishioner – coming regularly to 
Holy Ghost Church with your child 
(Year 3 and above) we look forward 
to seeing you. This meeting is for 
parents only, who have children at 
Holy Ghost or at other schools. The 
meeting will last no longer than one 
hour. May we remind you that if you 
wish your child to receive their First 
Holy Communion here at Holy Ghost, 
you must attend this meeting in 
person. Registration forms will not be 
given to third parties, nor are they 
available from the Parish Office or by 
email.


NEW CTS BOOKLETS AVAILABLE	
The CTS rack in the church porch 
has some new booklets suitable for 
June (the Month of the Sacred Heart). 
Do have a look today at what is 
available.


THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Acts 2:1-11

Psalm: 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34

1 Corintians 12:3-7, 12-13


John 20:19-23


MONDAY 10

9 - 
10.30am

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Parish Centre

6.30 - 
8pm

Open House 
Parish Centre

8pm
Pastoral & Finance 
Committee 
Church Crypt

TUESDAY 11

8pm
St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
(2nd & 4th Tues) 
Plunkett Room

WEDNESDAY 12

10am Church Cleaning 
Church

THURSDAY 13

8pm Choir Practice 
Church

FRIDAY 14

SATURDAY 15

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK 
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows:  

Gift Aid    £1,074.20 
Loose      £   718.57       
Total        £1,792.77 

mailto:sickingc@ebrd.com
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DAY FOR LIFE 
Next weekend (15/16 June) we 
celebrate Day for Life. There will 
be a Second Collection after 
Holy Communion at all Masses. 
This is the day in the Church’s 
life dedicated to celebrating the 
sacredness of life. The proceeds 
from the Day for Life collection 
provide core funding for the 
Anscombe Bioethics Centre 
(formerly the Linacre Centre for 
Healthcare Ethics), and assist 
other l ife related activities 
supported by the Church, by 
means of grants made to 
support Cathol ic char i t ies 
working to protect life at every 
stage, and in every condition. 
Please be as generous as your 
means will allow.


 PARISH SUMMER ROAST 
BOOKING FORMS AVAILABLE TODAY!

Our Parish Summer Roast takes 
place on Sunday 21st July, in the 
grounds of Holy Ghost School, 
from 12.00 – 3.00 pm. In 
addition to food and drink there 
w i l l b e a c t i v i t i e s a n d 
entertainment for children and 
adults.

There are no tickets as such – 
but booking forms are available 
after all Masses today (and will 
remain available in the church 
porch). Please return your forms 
and money to the Parish Office 
as soon as possible (just post 
t h e m i n t o N u m b e r 2 7 
Nightingale Square – there’s a 
locked cage on the other side).

The Summer Roast is always a 
lovely event, but of course, it 
does require everyone’s help to 
make it a big success. So, 
FIRST, do take a booking form 
today! SECONDLY, we need 
some help as well…There are 
lots of lists in the church porch 
for activities that need to be 
done – setting up, clearing up, 
selling tickets, serving food and 
drink – and more as well. There 
are still lots of gaps on the sign-
up sheets, and we really do 
need your help, so please do 
sign up if you can!

LASTLY, we’d also ask if you 
c o u l d p e r h a p s d o n a t e a 
prepared salad or a tray of cakes 
to go alongside the roast. If you 
can, please note this at the 
place provided on the booking 

form – we’re very grateful for your 
help.

We look forward to seeing you 
there, and we’re sure it will be a 
very enjoyable event for the 
whole parish.	

HOLY GHOST SCHOOL PTA 
SUMMER FAIR 

SATURDAY, 15th JUNE 2019	
With “The Greatest Showman” as 
the theme this year, please join us 
at the school Summer Fair 
on  Saturday, 15th  June from 
12pm – 3.30pm. We are planning 
a fun day of entertainment, a 
pet t ing zoo, games, face-
painting, music, fancy dress, a 
barbecue, raffle, bar and lots 
more - there is something for 
everyone to enjoy! All funds 
raised go to the school, and our 
target this year is to replace 
outdated computers and to 
purchase musical equipment, 
hoping to give more children 
wider access to learning an 
instrument. If you would like to 
sponsor any of the events or 
would like to donate to the 
auction or raffle, please contact 
the PTA 

on  hgpta@hotmail.co.uk  . Thank 
you - we look forward to 
welcoming you there!


EMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The prayer group will meet every 
first Tuesday of the month. Next 
meeting is July 2nd. The meeting 
begins at 7.30pm, and include 
praise, formation, Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament and the 
opportunity for Confession. All 
a r e v e r y w e l c o m e . M o r e 
information can be found at 

www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk


GALILEE GROUPS 
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

T h e G a l i l e e G r o u p i s a n 
open  group  for men discerning 
their vocation. The group meets  
here at Holy Ghost on the First 
Friday of most months for prayer, 
fa i th format ion and as an 
opportunity to get to know others 
searching for the will of God in 
their lives. The next meeting is on 
Friday 5th July. There is no 
meeting in August.

For more information please 
contact the vocations' team at 

southwarkpriest@gmail.com	

THE GENDER AGENDA 
Wed 12 June 2019 
St Mary Moorfields 

Eldon Street 
A conference sponsored by the 
Association of Catholic Women 
What does it mean to be male 
or female? How - and why - are 
the two sexes different?

Come and discover what the 
Catholic Church has to say. 
Admission by ticket (£15). 
P l e a s e s e e t h e c h u r c h 
noticeboard for more details.


DEBBIE FLOOD  
SPEAKS ABOUT HER FAITH  

11 JULY 2019 
Former rowing world champion, 
Debbie Flood will speak about 
h e r s p o r t i n g c a re e r a n d 
Christian faith at the London 
Rowing C lub , Pu tney on 
Thursday 11 July at 7pm. 
Tickets £15 include drinks 
reception and goody bag worth 
£30. All proceeds support 
SPCK’s p r i sone r l i t e racy 
programme. 

Visit

bit.ly/spckdebbieflood or phone 
Richard Scott at SPCK on 020 
7592 3900.


MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE 
PILGRIMAGES  

JUNE - OCT 2019 
Seven nights B&B and airport 
shuttle service from Dubrovnik 
or Split for €279 per person 
sharing. Book any flight - any 
t i m e a n d t h e y p r o v i d e 
guaranteed airport shuttle 
service. Call them for further 
information and book the dates 
that suit you. Tel 020 3239 8662 
or email

r e s e r v a t i o n s @ m e d -
irishcentre.com

See noticeboard for more 
details.


CONTACT ADDRESS 
Can anyone help? I would like 
to forward an important letter to 
Mr and Mrs L White (her name 
was Sheila) who moved to the 
Isle of Wight in 1986. They were 
the previous owners in Granard 
Road of the house we live in.

I f y o u k n o w o f t h e i r 
whereabouts please let Valerie 
know in the Parish Office.

mailto:hgpta@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:southwarkpriest@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/spckdebbieflood
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:hgpta@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
mailto:southwarkpriest@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/spckdebbieflood
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
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MASSES   etc ...
SAT 8 5.30pm Holy Mass Louise Murphy RIP

SUN 9 PENTECOST 
SUNDAY 8am Holy Mass Sophia, Jeremy, Xavier (Wellbeing)

9.30am Family Mass Pro Populo

11am Sung Mass Kay Fry (Wellbeing)

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Niamh McGuckin (Intentions)

MON 10 Mary Mother 
of the Church 6.45am Holy Mass Palmero Picciau RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Donald Fleming RIP

TUE 11 St Barnabas 6.45am Holy Mass Sr Ita Keane RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Alan Smith RIP

WED 12 Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Thomas, George & Ellen Mary Young RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Peter Ferncombe RIP

THU 13
Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 
High Priest

6.45am Holy Mass Kit Mangles RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Maria Finnan (Intentions)

FRI 14 Feria 8.30am Holy Mass Fr Patrick Cope & Arthur Cope RIP

9.30am Holy Mass Peter Ferncombe RIP

SAT 15 Our Lady 10am Holy Mass Oliver Conmee RIP

5.30pm Holy Mass Kate Kinsey RIP

SUN 16 TRINITY 
SUNDAY 8am Holy Mass Mr &Mrs Casimiri Prospere RIP

9.30am Family Mass P J Linnane RIP

11am Sung Mass Pro Populo

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass John Robson RIP

EXPOSITION 
On Fr idays there is 
generally Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
from after the 9.30am 
Mass, concluding with 
Benediction at 6pm. 


CONFESSIONS 
C o n f e s s i o n s a r e 
generally available every 
day after the 9.30am 
M a s s ( M o n - F r i ) , 
T h u r s d a y s 2 . 4 5 - 
4.30pm, and Saturdays 
10.30 - 11am. 


REQUESTING A MASS	  
To request a Mass, 
please use one of the 
envelopes available in 
the Church Porch - 
printing all details. You 
can p lace i t i n the 
Collecting bag or through 
t h e P a r i s h C e n t r e 
l e t t e r b o x . W h e n 
requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by 
email or telephone.


MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 
- 11.30am).

PRIESTS 
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL


(Parish Priest)

Father Richard’s email: 

richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh

(Assistant Parish Priest)


Father Tom’s email: 
thomasbakulumpagi@rcaos.org.uk


PARISH OFFICE 
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)


Mrs Valerie Slezak 

(Parish Secretary)


Holy Ghost Parish Office

27 Nightingale Square


London SW12 8QJ

T: 020 8355 0211

F: 020 8355 0212


E: balham@rcaos.org.uk 

W: http://www.hgbalham.com


PRIESTS’ HOUSE 
36 Nightingale Square 


London SW12 8QN

Tel: 020 8355 0211


ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

Just visit the website and go to 

Newsletter and then Subscribe. 

mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
mailto:office@hgbalham.com
http://www.hgbalham.com
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