
Love is very powerful, which is probably why St Paul describes love as the greatest of all gifts, and St John 
writes, ‘God is Love…’ Out of love for one another, people do both simple and amazing things - even 
sacrificing to the point of laying down their lives for another. God shows us this in sending us his Son, and 
having his Son lay down his life on the Cross out of love for us. 


In the Gospel this week, Jesus connects love with obedience. Jesus died for us out of obedience to his 
Father, and spoke several times of doing the ‘will of his Father.’ When Jesus talks of love, he talks about it in 
terms of totally trusting. This Gospel is part of St John's Last Supper Discourse, which means that Jesus 
said this before his Passion, Death and Resurrection. Jesus tells the Apostles that he is going, and that the 
Father will send the Holy Spirit to instruct them. He senses that their hearts are troubled, and reassures them 
with the gift of peace. 


This instruction takes place between Jesus telling the Apostles that, ‘whoever loves me will keep my word ...’ 
and ‘If you love me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father.’ With Jesus, love and obedience go 
hand-in-hand. This is something that we might find burdensome, but for Jesus, obedience out of love brings 
peace and joy. Obedience in our day tends to have a negative connotation. It is something that we have to 
do, and probably would rather not do. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked the Father to ‘let this cup 
pass’, but he ends his plea with the affirmation of his love and obedience to the Father, ‘not my will, but your 
will be done’. Jesus acknowledges that at times obedience calls us to do things that we would rather not do, 
but if we do them out of love, then these things are not a burden, but a beautiful act. It might help if we 
consider the relationships we are in, whether it be marriage, family or friends. 


Think of the things that we would rather not do, but do out of love. The husband who spends a day with his 
wife shopping, or the wife who goes to some sporting event because it means a lot to her husband. The son 
or daughter who go out with their parents for some family event, but who would rather be with their friends. 
The friend who drags you to a film that you are not really interested in, but you go because you are interested 
in spending time with the friend. All of these are things we might prefer not to do, but we do them out of love, 
because we are with people whom we love - and we find joy in it. Jesus tells us that ‘he who loves me will 
keep my word’. If we are truly in a loving relationship with the Lord, we will be willing to do things that we 
would rather not do. Our Gospel is not about obedience, as much as it is about our relationship with the 
Lord. 


During these final two weeks of the Easter Season, we are called to open our hearts more and more to the 
Lord in preparation for Pentecost. In doing so, may we experience more the great love of our Risen Lord, and 
grow in our ability to love him more ... in all that he calls us to do.
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WHAT’S ON ... FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
We congratulate the children who 
made their First Holy Communion 
over the last two weekends. Our 
sincere thanks to all those who have 
helped to prepare the children. 
Please continue to keep the children 
and their families in your prayers. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR  
9.30am SUNDAY CHOIR


We are looking for volunteer singers 
and musicians to join us leading the 
music for the children’s Mass. We 
rehearse at 9am each Sunday and on 
an occasional Thursday evening 
(perhaps once a term). Everyone is 
welcome - enthusiasm rather than 
experience required - please come 
and talk to us after Mass or send an 
email to 

sickingc@ebrd.com


SUNDAY ADORATION 
Sunday Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament takes place every Sunday 
from 5 - 5.45pm.


GIFT AID	
The new sets of envelopes were at all 
the Masses for the last two weeks. If 
you have not collected yours, please 
contact the organiser, Denis Cross, 
8682 0988, 

balhamgac@rcaos.org.uk. If you have 
changed your address, no longer pay 
tax or want to join the parish’s Gift 
Aid scheme he would also like to 
hear from you.


BANK HOLIDAY 
Monday of this week (27 May) is a 
Bank Holiday, and as usual on Bank 
Holidays, there will be only one Mass 
that day at 10am - after which the 
Church will close for the day.


6.45AM MASS RESUMES 10th JUNE

There will be no 6.45am Mass this 
week due to the school half term 
(apart from Thursday 30th - The 
Ascension - which is a Holy Day of 
Obligation). The 6.45am Mass will 
resume in TWO WEEKS, on Monday 
10th June when Fr Tom returns from 
his post-Easter break.


OPEN HOUSE 
There will be no Open House this 
week. The next Open House will take 
place on  Monday 3 June from 
6.30pm till 8.00pm in the Parish 
C e n t r e . O p e n H o u s e i s a n 
opportunity for parishioners to meet 
a priest without an appointment, to 
discuss routine matters such as 
registering for Baptism or Marriage – 

simply turn up between the times 
stated and wait your turn  downstairs 
until called.


PARENT, BABY & TODDLER GROUP	
The Group is having a break for half 
term and will start up again on 
Monday 3 June (9-10.30am) in the 
Parish Centre.  All are welcome.


SERVERS’ CELEBRATION 
& BARBEQUE - NEW DATE 

We would like to confirm that the 
next date for an altar servers’ 
gathering will be SATURDAY 13TH 
JULY. This will be for a special Mass 
at 12.15, followed by our annual 
barbeque. Please ignore previously 
suggested dates – 1st June and 6th 
July – as both proved impossible! 
But we really hope 13th July is 
permanent and will not change! We 
do ask all our servers to attend if at 
all possible, as this will be the last 
gathering before the summer break.


 PARISH SUMMER ROAST

Our Parish Summer Roast takes 
place on Sunday 21st July, in the 
grounds of Holy Ghost School, from 
12.00 – 3.00 pm. In addition to food 
and drink there will be activities and 
entertainment for children and adults.

There are no tickets as such – but 
booking forms are available after all 
Masses today (and will remain 
available in the church porch). Please 
return your forms and money to the 
Parish Office as soon as possible 
(just post them into Number 27 
Nightingale Square – there’s a locked 
cage on the other side).

The Summer Roast is always a lovely 
event, but of course, it does require 
everyone’s help to make it a big 
success. So, FIRST, do take a 
booking form today! SECONDLY, we 
need some help as well…There are 
lots of lists in the church porch for 
activities that need to be done – 
setting up, clearing up, selling tickets, 
serving food and drink – and more as 
well. All lists have just half-hour slots 
for volunteers – could you give half 
an hour…? Please don’t delay, but 
sign up today.

LASTLY, we’d also ask if you could 
perhaps donate a prepared salad or a 
tray of cakes to go alongside the 
roast. If you can, please note this at 
the place provided on the booking 
form – we’re very grateful for your 
help.

We look forward to seeing you there, 
and we’re sure it will be a very 
enjoyable event for the whole parish.

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29

Psalm: 66:2-3, 5-6, 8


Apocalypse 21:10-14, 22-23

John 14:23-29


MONDAY 27

TUESDAY 28

8pm
St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
(2nd & 4th Tues) 
Plunkett Room

WEDNESDAY 29

10am Church Cleaning 
Church

THURSDAY 30

8pm Choir Practice 
Church

FRIDAY 31

SATURDAY 1

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK 
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows:  

Gift Aid    £1,301.20 
Loose      £   825.90       
Total        £2,127.10 

mailto:sickingc@ebrd.com
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WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 
Next weekend there will be a 
second collection for World 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . T h i s 
collection supports the work of 
the Catholic Communications 
Network (CCN), the media 
o f f i c e o f t h e B i s h o p s ’ 
Conference of England & 
Wales. The CCN seeks to be 
of service both to the Church 
and the world in offering 
professional channels of 
communication, and provides 
support for the Bishops of 
England & Wales and the 
wider Church in promoting the 
Gospel through the media on 
current issues. Its office is the 
focus of media enquiries on 
national matters, and seeks to 
develop the public profile of 
the Church and its teaching. 
The CCN provides up-to-date 
news releases, features and 
podcasts, information from the 
B ishops ’ Con fe rence o f 
England & Wales, and trains 
spokesmen and women. 
Please be as generous as your 
means will allow.


NEW CTS BOOKLETS AVAILABLE	
The CTS rack in the church 
porch has some new booklets 
suitable for May (the Month of 
Our Lady) and June (the 
Month of the Sacred Heart). 
Do have a look today at what 
is available. 

NEW MONSTRANCE 
DONATIONS INVITED


Our parish Monstrance – the 
sacred vessel used to hold the 
Host for Eucharistic Adoration 
– although beautiful, has 
become old and brittle, and in 
need of frequent (costly) 
repair. Therefore, we have 
bought a new Monstrance 
which we will use regularly, 
reserving the older one for 
special occasions. If anyone 
would like to make a donation 
towards the cost of this new 
Monstrance, please put your 
donation in an envelope 
m a r k e d ‘ N E W 

MONSTRANCE’ and post it 
into Number 27 Nightingale 
Square, the Parish Office.


EMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The new prayer group has now 
begun meeting at Holy Ghost, 
and wil l meet every f i rst 
Tuesday of the month. Next 
meetings are June 4th and July 
2nd. The meetings begin at 7.30 
pm, and inc lude p ra i se , 
formation, Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament and the 
opportunity for Confession. All 
a re ve ry we lcome. More 
information can be found at 

www.emmanuelcommunity.co.
uk


GALILEE GROUPS 
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

The Gal i lee Group is an 
open group  for men discerning 
their vocation. The group meets  
here at Holy Ghost on the First 
Friday of most months for 
prayer, faith formation and as 
an opportunity to get to know 
others searching for the will of 
God in their lives. The next 
meeting is Friday 7th June 
beginning with Benediction in 
church at 6pm.

For more information please 
contact the vocations' team at 

southwarkpriest@gmail.com	

LONDON SW CATHOLIC  
SOCIAL GROUP 

London SW Catholic Social 
Group is a group for Catholic 
adults (18 and over) who meet 
f o r r e g u l a r s o c i a l a n d 
networking events in a friendly 
and relaxed setting with the aim 
of making new friends, enjoying 
new experiences or just to 
socialise. They host a monthly 
social at a pub or restaurant in 
South West London as well as 
other events either in SW or 
Central London. They can be 
found on Facebook – London 
SW Catholic Social Group or 
email 

londonswcatholicsocial@gmail.
com Upcoming events include 
Mass, Pub Lunch and Walk on 

26th May and a trip to the 
Epsom Derby on 1st June. 
Please contact them for 
details.  

THE GENDER AGENDA 
Wed 12 June 2019 
St Mary Moorfields 

Eldon Street 
A conference sponsored by 
the Association of Catholic 

Women 
What does it mean to be male 
or female? How - and why - 
are the two sexes different?

Come and discover what the 
Catholic Church has to say. 
Admission by ticket (£15). 
P l e a s e s e e t h e c h u rc h 
noticeboard for more details.


DEBBIE FLOOD  
SPEAKS ABOUT HER FAITH  

11 JULY 2019 
F o r m e r r o w i n g w o r l d 
champion, Debbie Flood will 
speak about her sporting 
career and Christian faith at 
the London Rowing Club, 
Putney on Thursday 11 July at 
7pm. Tickets £15 include 
drinks reception and goody 
bag worth £30. All proceeds 
support SPCK’s prisoner 
literacy programme. 

Visit

bit. ly/spckdebbieflood  or 
phone Richard Scott at SPCK 
on 020 7592 3900.


MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE 
PILGRIMAGES  

MAY - OCT 2019 
Seven nights B&B and airport 
s h u t t l e s e r v i c e f r o m 
Dubrovnik or Split for €279 
per person sharing. Book any 
flight - any time and they 
provide guaranteed airport 
shuttle service. Call them for 
further information and book 
the dates that suit you. Tel 
020 3239 8662 or email

r e s e r v a t i o n s @ m e d -
irishcentre.com

See noticeboard for more 
details.

http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
http://www.emmanuelcommunity.co.uk
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mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
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MASSES   etc ...

SAT 25 5.30pm Holy Mass Oliver Conmee & 

Conmee Family Deceased RIP

SUN 26 6th Sunday  
of Easter 8am Holy Mass Johnson Family Deceased RIP

9.30am Family Mass Jedge Moroney RIP

11am Sung Mass Mary Helen Lily Amirthanather RIP

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Pro Populo

MON 27 St Augustine 
of Canterbury 10am Holy Mass Grace Balogun (Intentions)

TUE 28 Feria 9.30am Holy Mass Comfort Mensah (Thanksgiving)

WED 29 Feria 9.30am Holy Mass Mallisa & Cassiel St Marie 
(Thanksgiving)

THU 30 THE ASCENSION 6.45am Holy Mass Private Intention

Holyday of 
Obligation 9.30am Holy Mass Fr Patrick Cope & Arthur Cope RIP

8pm Holy Mass Danica Maric (Wellbeing)

FRI 31 The Visitation 9.30am Holy Mass Brian Bargh RIP

SAT 1 St Justin 10am Holy Mass Maria Edward RIP

5.30pm Holy Mass Pauline Roche RIP

SUN 2 7th Sunday  
of Easter 8am Holy Mass Ann Spencer RIP

9.30am Family Mass Pro Populo

11am Sung Mass Wyn Davies (Wellbeing)

5pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm Holy Mass Thomas Boczkowski (Wellbeing)

EXPOSITION 
On Fr idays there is 
generally Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
from after the 9.30am 
Mass, concluding with 
Benediction at 6pm. 


CONFESSIONS 
C o n f e s s i o n s a r e 
generally available every 
day after the 9.30am 
M a s s ( M o n - F r i ) , 
T h u r s d a y s 2 . 4 5 - 
4.30pm, and Saturdays 
10.30 - 11am. 


REQUESTING A MASS	  
To request a Mass, 
please use one of the 
envelopes available in 
the Church Porch - 
printing all details. You 
can p lace i t i n the 
Collecting bag or through 
t h e P a r i s h C e n t r e 
l e t t e r b o x . W h e n 
requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by 
email or telephone.


MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 
- 11.30am).

PRIESTS 
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL


(Parish Priest)

Father Richard’s email: 

richardwhinder@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh

(Assistant Parish Priest)


Father Tom’s email: 
thomasbakulumpagi@rcaos.org.uk


PARISH OFFICE 
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)


Mrs Valerie Slezak 

(Parish Secretary)


Holy Ghost Parish Office

27 Nightingale Square


London SW12 8QJ

T: 020 8355 0211

F: 020 8355 0212


E: balham@rcaos.org.uk 

W: http://www.hgbalham.com


PRIESTS’ HOUSE 
36 Nightingale Square 


London SW12 8QN

Tel: 020 8355 0211


ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

Just visit the website and go to 

Newsletter and then Subscribe. 

mailto:frjoe@hgbalham.com
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