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Gift Aid - an essential resource for our Parish
This weekend we begin our annual Gift Aid appeal.
Parish finances are a difficult subject. Our Parish covers areas of great wealth but also of
relative poverty. As such, setting an average giving target would be highly unfair. An
easier question to ask is whether we are each doing all we can to maximise whatever we
give to the Parish.
A rector in Ireland recently described the difficulties he had in persuading his rural
community to utilise the Irish Gift Aid scheme as the farmers were suspicious of
transferring their money though the banks. We seem to be facing a similar situation here
in Holy Ghost with the drop in Gift Aid giving identified in the recent financial report.
Whilst weekly giving continues to grow, our gift aid rebate is now at its lowest level (as a
percentage of total weekly collections) for the last five years. It seems unlikely that the
Parish has experienced a sudden influx of parishioners who don’t pay tax which suggests
that more parishioners need to be persuaded of the benefits of the scheme.
Quite simply, the Gift Aid scheme provides a generous addition to our finances from the
Government and without it we would have to cut back on what the Parish offers.
Not every parishioner pays tax, and so not everyone can participate. However, anyone
who does pay tax could ask themselves why they have not yet signed up to this scheme.
As Denis Cross will explain this weekend, it is not difficult, nor are there any hidden costs
or complications.
The Irish farmers have been persuaded and their parish now benefits from an extra 27%
(the Irish scheme is slightly more generous than here in the UK). If you are a UK tax
payer, please consider signing up to the UK Gift Aid scheme so that the Parish can
benefit from some of that tax?
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WHAT’S ON ...
MONDAY
TUESDAY
St Vincent de Paul (SVP)
(2nd & 4th Tues)
Plunkett Room

7.30 8.30pm

WEDNESDAY
Church Cleaning
Church

10am

THURSDAY
9am 10.30am

Parent, Baby & Toddler
Group
Parish Centre

8pm

Choir Practice
Church
FRIDAY
SATURDAY

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS
Acts 2:1-11
Psalm: 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34
1 Corintians 12:3-7, 12-13
John 20:19-23

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK
Thank you for your support. Last
week’s collection was as follows:
Gift Aid £1,193.95
Loose £ 830.64
Total
£2,024.59

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY
Thank you for your generosity in
raising £365.81 in last week’s second
collection for World Communications
Day.
GIFT AID
The Gift Aid team with the new
envelopes will be at all the Masses
this weekend and next. You can use
the undated spares at the back of
your old box if you miss them, but
otherwise please be sure to collect
yours.
This is
the moment to check
whether you are still a taxpayer, and
to tell us if you have changed
address, are about to leave the
parish, or need your total last year for
your tax return.
If you are a taxpayer and have not
yet joined the Gift Aid scheme, now
is the easiest time to do so. The
parish is most grateful for the tax
rebates from its Gift Aiders, which
make a big contribution to parish
income.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION ON SUNDAYS
During the Easter Season (which
ends this Sunday) we have
experimented with holding
Eucharistic Adoration on Sunday
afternoons from 5.00 – 5.45pm,
ending with Benediction. This has
been partly in response to the
Church’s call for a renewal of
Eucharistic Adoration, in this year of
the Eucharistic Congress to be held
in Liverpool later in the year.
This period of Adoration on Sunday
afternoons appears to have met a
need, and we will continue it every
Sunday until the school summer
holidays begin. We do encourage
you to come along and try it yourself
– it is the perfect way to spend a little
time in quiet, contemplative prayer
with Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament – a good way to round off
the weekend and a preparation for
the working week to come!
Eucharistic Adoration always brings
great blessings – to the individuals
taking part, to our parish and to the
whole Church.

FR RICHARD AWAY
Fr Richard will be away Monday –
Friday this week, visiting family. He
will not have access to emails or
phone calls during this time, so
please leave any routine matters till
his return next week. Fr Tom will, of
course, be available in his absence.
OPEN HOUSE
There will be no Open House this
coming Tuesday 22 May (Fr Richard
is away) or on Tuesday 29 May (halfterm). The next Open House will take
place on Tuesday 5 June at 6 7.30pm in the Parish Centre, 27
Nightingale Square. Open House is
the best opportunity for parishioners
to see a priest about routine matters
without needing an appointment.
PETER LAU RIP
The Requiem Mass for Peter Lau will
take place on Thursday 24 May at 12
noon. Please pray for the repose of
the soul of Peter and for his relatives
and friends.
PARISH SUMMER ROAST - 24 JUNE
This popular Parish event takes place
in the grounds of Holy Ghost School
on Sunday 24 June from 12 - 3pm. In
addition to food and drink, there’s
entertainment for children and adults.
Please save the date. More
information will follow soon.
ALTAR SERVERS
NEXT SERVERS’ EVENT
The next servers’ training session will
be on Saturday 7 July. There will be a
special Mass for servers at 12.30,
followed by a barbeque and servers’
summer party. Please keep this date
for your diaries.
READERS/EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS ROTAS
Rotas for our Readers and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion are now on display on
the new noticeboard immediately to
the left of the door as you enter the
porch.

STANDING ORDER FORMS
As highlighted in the talk on the
our parish’s finance, we are
encouraging parishioners to give
by standing order. For those
who are interested in doing so,
s t a n d i n g o rd e r f o r m s a re
available in the porch, on the
right hand side as you walk in,
or, for those who bank on-line,
the parish account details are –
Name: Holy Ghost Parish (RC
Diocese of Southwark); Account
Number 79112196; Sort Code
60-50-01. Please include your
name and BMFund as the
reference. Please also send an
email to the Parish Office or to
denis@crosses.free-online.uk to
confirm what you are kindly
donating. Thank you for your
generosity.
NEW DATA PROTECTION
LEGISLATION
As you may all be aware there is
some new data protection
legislation coming into force on
25th May 2018, which is going to
impact on all of us. One of the
responsibilities we will now have
to undertake is to know who has
access to the vast amount of
personal information we hold in
the parish. I know that a great
number of you currently
volunteer for the parish or may
have done so in the past and
may have some personal
information at your home in a
file and/or on a PC or laptop.
Please could you let either Fr
Richard or the Parish Office
know if this applies to you so
that I can let you know what
actions you will need to take
going forward. The Archbishop
is encouraging all of us to help
implement these changes and I
thank you in advance for your
co-operation.
NEW CTS BOOKLETS
There are some new CTS
booklets on the rack at the back
of the church. These focus
especially on Eucharistic
Adoration which is a priority for
the Church in England & Wales
this year.

CHURCH CLEANERS NEEDED
We are very fortunate in having a
beautiful church to worship in
here at Holy Ghost. However,
keeping the church clean and
tidy is a big job, and falls to only
a small group of people. We
really need some new volunteers
to help out with the church
cleaning. The cleaning takes
place on Wednesdays after the
9.30 Mass, and the more helpers
we have, the quicker the job will
be. If you could help, please
contact the Parish Office – thank
you!
CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULT GROUP
ST MARY’S - CLAPHAM
Meet on the first and third
Mondays of the month in the
monastery of St Mary's, Clapham
(nearest tube station: Clapham
Common), starting at 7pm with
food and a glass of wine,
followed by some spiritual input.
The next two speakers are Fr
Joseph Owusu-Ansah on the 21
May, who will speak on the
Eucharist, and Br Kieron OSM on
the 4 June, who will speak on the
Sacred Heart and the Social
Reign of Christ the King. For
further information, Br Royston
Price can be contacted through
the parish office: office@stmarysclapham.org.uk
VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR YOUNG
WOMEN (20s & 30s)
Discerning God’s Call in My Life
25-27 May 2018 - Liverpool
The weekend is organised by the
sisters, Faithful Companions of
Jesus (FCJ).There will be input
from the FCJ sisters on different
aspects of vowed life, and time
f o r p r a y e r, r e f l e c t i o n a n d
discussion with other young
women who are also considering
a vocation to religious life. It's an
opportunity to live community life
for a weekend and meet some
sisters! For more information
contact Sr Lynne fcj
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com
or visit our website
www.fcjsisters.org

YOUNG CATHOLIC PROFESSIONAL
SEEKING ACCOMMODATION
I am a young Catholic
professional from Spain,
working in an art gallery in West
London. I am seeking
accommodation from July
22nd. I have a budget of £400£500pm and am very willing to
help out around the house!
My name is Almudena and
contact is
almu.gilcasares@gmail.com
LA RETRAITE
SEEKS NEW GOVERNOR
La Retraite Roman Catholic
Girls School is seeking to
appoint a dynamic and
inspirational person to join its
Governing Body. The school,
which achieved a second
‘Outstanding’ OFSTED
judgment in all categories in
2013 lies just outside our
parish, and it would be very
appropriate for a Holy Ghost
parishioner to take up this role.
Full details are displayed in the
church porch. Two parishioners
who are already Governors –
Piero Greco and Benjamin
Billiard – would also be happy
to talk to any parishioners
interested in finding out more.
They can be contacted by
email at
pgreco7@googlemail.com
&
benjaminbilliard@gmail.com
DO YOU SHOP AT OCADO?
Do you shop at Ocado? If so Fr
Richard would like to ask a
favour – please speak to him.
CHILDCARE
Are you looking for a registered
childminder, or a part-time
nanny, or school drop-off/pick
u p ? E x c e l l e n t re f e re n c e s
available. For any childcare
requirement please contact
Hannah Obeng (020 8673 6852
or 07879 735491).

MASSES etc ...
SAT 19
SUN 20

Pentecost
Sunday

5.30pm

Holy Mass

Marion Joseph (Intentions)

8am

Holy Mass

Nora & James Moir RIP

9.30am

Family Mass

Deceased Members of the Luttrell
& Worrell Families

11am

Sung Mass

Adrian Severin (Wellbeing)

5pm

MON 21

TUE 22

WED 23

THU 24

FRI 25

SAT 26

SUN 27

St Christopher
of Magallanes

St Rita
of Cascia

Feria

Feria

St Bede

St Philip Neri

Trinity Sunday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6pm

Holy Mass

Pro Populo

6.45am

Holy Mass

Br Leonard (Wellbeing)

9.30am

Holy Mass

Rev Martin Bennett RIP

6.45am

Holy Mass

Paul Davies (Intentions)

9.30am

Holy Mass

Mallisa & Cassiell St Marie
(Thanksgiving)

6.45am

Holy Mass

Wyn Davies (Wellbeing)

9.30am

Holy Mass

Pauline Roche RIP

6.45am

Holy Mass

Mary Pass (Wellbeing)

9.30am

Holy Mass

Joseph Liddy RIP

12 noon

Requiem

Peter Lau RIP

8.30am

Holy Mass

Kieran Pass (Wellbeing)

9.30am

Holy Mass

Irish Referendum

10am

Holy Mass

Joseph Liddy RIP

5.30pm

Holy Mass

Oliver Conmee RIP

8am

Holy Mass

Jirina Slezak RIP

9.30am

Family Mass

Rosalinda Zazzera RIP

11am

Sung Mass

Pro Populo

5pm
6pm

PRIESTS
Fr Richard Whinder BA STL
(Parish Priest)
frrichard@hgbalham.com

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh
(Assistant Parish Priest)
frtom@hgbalham.com

EXPOSITION
O n F r i d a y s t h e re i s
generally Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament
from after the 9.30am
Mass, concluding with
Benediction at 6pm.
CONFESSIONS
Confessions are
generally available every
day after the 9.30am
Mass (Mon - Fri),
Thursdays 2.45 4.30pm, and Saturdays
10.30 - 11am.
REQUESTING A MASS
To r e q u e s t a M a s s ,
please use one of the
envelopes available in
t h e C h u rc h P o rc h printing all details. You
can place it in the
Collecting bag or through
the Parish Centre
letterbox. When
requesting a specific
date, please leave your
contact number. Masses
cannot be booked by
email or telephone.
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available
from the Parish Office on
weekday mornings (9.30
- 11.30am).

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Holy Mass

James Brown (Wellbeing)

PARISH OFFICE

PRIESTS’ HOUSE

(Mon - Fri 9am - 12 noon)
Mrs Valerie Slezak
(Parish Secretary)
Holy Ghost Parish Office
27 Nightingale Square
London SW12 8QJ
T: 020 8355 0211
F: 020 8355 0212

36 Nightingale Square
London SW12 8QN

E: office@hgbalham.com
W: http://www.hgbalham.com

(Tel & Email as for Parish Office)

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?
Just visit the website and go to
e.
Newsletter and then Subscrib

