4th Sunday
of Easter (B)

22 April 2018
Mass Book p. 261

Good Shepherd Sunday

The shepherds of the biblical Middle East had a close intimate relationship with
their flock. They would bring the sheep out to pasture each day and spend all their
time with them. A good shepherd had a good knowledge of the sheep; he desired
that many other sheep come to identify themselves with him. This in fact is the call
of the kingdom of God that there may be one flock and one shepherd. Finally the
good shepherd wishes to lay down his life for the sheep. We have a God who is
ready to die for others and Jesus emphasises that, in giving his life for his sheep, he
is doing so of his own will. His death is to be the living proof that “the greatest love
a person can show is to give one’s life for one’s friends”. This is the proof that Jesus
truly is a Good Shepherd.

Today is also World Vocations Sunday, a day when we pray for vocations to the
priesthood and Religious life. Priests are trained and formed in a seminary for at
least six years. In this Archdiocese of Southwark we are privileged to have a local
seminary at Wonersh that has been in existence for over 125 years. The
Archdiocese may from time to time also send candidates to the English College in
Rome. The Seminary in Wonersh was built to accommodate just over 150 students.
At some point in her history Wonersh enjoyed the growing numbers in vocations,
today as we speak there are just under 30 students resident from over 10 dioceses.
The place now suffers from a decline in the number of vocations as it is for many
other seminaries in Europe. Training of priests is a collective responsibility. We can
make contribution through our prayer support and encouraging vocations within our
families; secondary the place needs our financial support to keep it running. In my
time it cost £23,000 per year to train a seminarian. Please continue to pray for
vocations.
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WHAT’S ON ...

8pm

6pm -
7.30pm

8pm

10am

4.30pm -
5.30pm

9am -
10.30am

6.15pm -
8pm

8pm

9am -
10am

MONDAY

Parish Council & F&GP
Committee Meeting
Church Crypt

TUESDAY

Open House
Parish Centre

St Vincent de Paul (SVP)
(2nd & 4th Tues)
Plunkett Room

WEDNESDAY

Church Cleaning
Church

FHC Preparation
Parish Centre

THURSDAY
Parent, Baby & Toddler
Group

Parish Centre

Confirmation Preparation
Church Crypt

Choir Practice
Church

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

FHC Preparation
Parish Centre

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS

Acts 4:8-12

Psalm: 117:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26,

28-29
1 John 3:1-2
John 10:11-18

PARISH FINANCES - LAST WEEK

Thank you for your support. Last
week’s collection was as follows:
Gift Aid £1,331.92
Loose
Total £2,161.01

£ 829.09

BAPTISMS
A warm and loving welcome to
Freddie Foley & Finlay Wallis, Baptized
at Holy Ghost last weekend. Please
keep Freddie & Finlay - and their
Parents and Godparents - in your
prayers.

ECGCLESIASTICAL EDUCATION

This weekend is World Day of Prayer
for Vocations. There is a second
collection for Ecclesiastical Education.
This collection helps to meet the costs
of training students for the permanent
diaconate and students for the
priesthood. It also supports certain
forms of ongoing formation of the
clergy. Please be as generous as your
means will allow.

PARISH COUNCIL &
F&GP COMMITTEE MEETING
The Parish Council & Finance &
General Purposes Committee meets
this coming Monday 23 April at 8pm in
the Church Crypt.

OPEN HOUSE

Open House takes place this Tuesday
24 April, 6 - 7.30pm, in the Parish
Centre (27 Nightingale Square). Open
House is the best opportunity for
parishioners to see a priest about
routine matters without needing an
appointment.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
& CONFIRMATION
The First Holy Communion &
Confirmation Programmes both start
up again this week.

CONFIRMATION RETREAT

The confirmation retreat is on
Saturday 28th April, at the Tyburn
Convert. All candidates are expected
to arrive at Holy Ghost Church by
8.30am and move together to the
venue of the retreat. Please bring a
packed lunch with you.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
DURING EASTERTIDE
This year the Catholic Church in
England and Wales has a special
focus on the Holy Eucharist, with a
Eucharistic Congress taking place in
Liverpool later this year. Parishes are
also being encouraged to foster
greater devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament as part of this initiative.
With this in mind, we will be

introducing an extra period of
Eucharistic Adoration during
Eastertide. Adoration will take place
on the Sundays of the Easter Season
(Sunday 8" April till Sunday 20" May
inclusive) from 5.00 pm till 5.45 pm,
ending with Benediction. This will be
in addition to the extended period of
Adoration we celebrate every Friday.
Adoration is simply a time of silent
prayer spent in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament — a good way of
finding some quiet time alone with
God in our often hectic world. We do
encourage you to take advantage of
this opportunity.

THE ‘REGINA CAELY
During Eastertide, we sometimes sing
a Latin hymn to Our Lady, the Regina
Caeli. The words are:

Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia
Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia

Which in English means:

O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia
For He whom you were worthy to bear,
alleluia
Has risen, as He promised, alleluia
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

Traditionally, the hymn is said to date
to the time of Pope St Gregory the
Great, in the Sixth Century. According
to tradition, St Gregory was once
leading a procession through the
streets of Rome, carrying an image of
Our Lady. It was Eastertide, and as
they went along, the Pope heard
angels singing the first three lines of
this song. He immediately added the
fourth line (‘Pray for us to God’), and
so the hymn has been sung ever
since.

ALTAR SERVERS
NEXT SERVERS’ EVENT

‘Thank you’ to all the servers who
attended the recent training session.
Our next servers’ event was to have
been on the 2" June, but since this
falls during half term, the date will be
moved to Saturday 7" July. There will
be a special Mass for servers at 12.30,
followed by a barbeque and servers’
summer party. Please keep this date
for your diaries.



NEW CTS BOOKLETS
There are some new CTS
booklets on the rack at the
back of the church. These
focus especially on
Eucharistic Adoration which is
a priority for the Church in
England & Wales this year.

CHURCH CLEANERS NEEDED
We are very fortunate in
having a beautiful church to
worship in here at Holy Ghost.
However, keeping the church
clean and tidy is a big job, and
falls to only a small group of
people. We really need some
new volunteers to help out
with the church cleaning. The
cleaning takes place on
Wednesdays after the 9.30
Mass, and the more helpers
we have, the quicker the job
will be. If you could help,
please contact the Parish
Office — thank you!

A WITNESS TO LIFE
IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH

A nine day novena of prayer
and witness outside the
abortion centre at 108
Whitfield St, London, WA1T
5BE (nearest station Warren
street). We beg you to come in
a loving, prayerful attitude to
bear a peaceful witness to life,
8am to 4pm each day from
Wednesday 18" April until
Thursday 26™" April (only 12
noon until 1pm on Sunday the
227 April)
www.goodcounselnetwork.com

ROSARY ON THE COAST
A mass Rosary prayer event
will take place on Sunday 29t
April at 3.00pm, along the
coast of Britain. This follows
similar successful events in
Poland and Ireland.
Organisers say the day is
aimed at a ‘re-flourishing of
the faith, for the grace to build
a culture of life and for true
peace to reign in the hearts of

all peoples and nations’. Full
details can be found at
www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk —
however, if we cannot travel,
we are also encouraged to pray
the rosary at home. Monsignor
John Armitage, the Rector of
Qur Lady’s Shrine at
Walsingham said: ‘the
important thing is to pray the
rosary on that day, at that
time’.

LEGION OF MARY PILGRIMAGE
The annual Edel Quinn
pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory
takes place on Saturday 5th
May, with a coach leaving St
Boniface Parish, Tooting at
9am.

To book contact:
mrnaughton@googlemail.com
Full details are on the
noticeboard in the church
porch.

MARCH FOR LIFE

March for Life, Saturday 5%
May. Family, friendly, life-fest
starts at 9.30am at De Vere
Connaught Rooms, 61-65,
Great Queen Street, London,
WC2B 5DA. Children Zone,
music, workshops,
Confessions, stalls, and much
more. 1pm march to Parliament
Square for speakers, including
Clare McCullough of the
GoodCounselNetwork.com.
The day ends at 4.15pm. See
www.marchforlife.co.uk for
more details.

LONDON SW
CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS
London SW Catholic Young
Adults is a social group for
young Catholics which meets
every month. For further details
visit our Facebook page or
contact Miles on 07790
441242. Our next social
evening is on Saturday,
5th May from 7.30pm at The
Hope, Wandsworth Common

SW17 7EG

VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR
YOUNG WOMEN (20s & 30s)
Discerning God'’s Call in My Life
25-27 May 2018 - Liverpool
The weekend is organised by
the sisters, Faithful
Companions of Jesus
(FCJ).There will be input from
the FCJ sisters on different
aspects of vowed life, and
time for prayer, reflection and
discussion with other young
women who are also
considering a vocation to
religious life. It's an
opportunity to live community
life for a weekend and meet
some sisters! For more
information contact Sr Lynne
fcj at lynnefcj@hotmail.com

or visit our website

www.fcjsisters.org

SPECIAL WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY?

If you are celebrating one this
year — your 1st, 10th, 25t 4Qth,
50t or 60" plus — Archbishop
Peter would like to invite you
to a Mass in celebration of
marriage at St George’s
Cathedral. It’s on Saturday
June 16 at 3pm. Enter your
details on the form at the
back of the church. You will
then receive a personal
invitation from the
Archbishop. You can also
bring your immediate family.
More details from Office for
Marriage on 020 8651 2477
or email

marriage2014@virginmedia.com

ROOM TO LET - TOOTING AREA
One single room available to
let in a quiet residential area
close to Tooting overground
station and a 10 minute walk
to Tooting Broadway
underground. Good transport
links within the vicinity.
Professional females
preferred. For further
information please contact
Bea on 07754 927607
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MASSES etc ...

SAT 5.30pm Holy Mass Maria Kenny RIP
SUN Y 8am Holy Mass Yvonne, Bob & family (Intentions)
of Easter
9.30am Family Mass Maureen Jermey RIP
11am Sung Mass Filomena Spallone RIP
. EXPOSITION
5pm Adoration of the On Fridays there is
Blessed Sacrament generally Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament
El2l el LS e from after the 9.30am
MON St George 6.45am Holy Mass Claudia Burgoyne RIP Mass, concluding with
Benediction at 6pm.
9.30am Holy Mass Mary Kerwin (Intentions) CONFESSIONS
TUE Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Eva Zanre (Wellbeing) Confessi ons are
generally available every
9.30am Holy Mass Gerald Agbueze (Intentions) day after the 9.30am
Mass (Mon - Fri),
WED St Mark 6.45am Holy Mass Peace & Reconciliation Thursdays 2.45 -
4.30pm, and Saturdays
9.30am Holy Mass Christopher Moszuti (Intention) 10.30 - 11am.
THU Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Peggy Heaven RIP e
To request a Mass,
9.30am Holy Mass Anthony Agbueze (Intentions) please use one of the
envelopes available in
FRI Feria 8.30am Holy Mass Eileen Goggin RIP the Church Porch -
printing all details. You
9.30am Holy Mass Daniel Moszuti (Intentions) can place it in the
i Collecting bag or through
St Louis . the Parish Centre
SAT Grignion de 10am Holy Mass Brian Truslove & Eamon Belton RIP | stterbox. When
Montfort requesting a specific
. . date, please leave your
5.30pm Holy Mass Kitty & Kevin Kilroy RIP contact number. Masses
cannot be booked by
SUN 5:'; :::t:‘:" 8am Holy Mass Sabato Feniello RIP email or telephone.
_ . MASS CARDS
9.30am Family Mass PJ Linnane RIP Mass Cards are available
from the Parish Office on
11am Sung Mass Pro Populo weekday mornings (9.30
50m Adoration of the = Vil
P Blessed Sacrament
6pm Holy Mass Alexander Hoskins (Wellbeing)
PRIESTS PARISH OFFICE PRIESTS’ HOUSE

Fr Richard Whinder BA STL
(Parish Priest)
frrichard@hgbalham.com

(Mon - Fri 9am - 12 noon)
Mrs Valerie Slezak
(Parish Secretary)

Holy Ghost Parish Office
27 Nightingale Square
London SW12 8QJ
T: 020 8355 0211
F: 020 8355 0212

36 Nightingale Square
London SW12 8QN

(Tel & Email as for Parish Office)

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?

Just visit the website and g0 to—]

Fr Thomas Bakulumpagi BTh
(Assistant Parish Priest)

frtom@hgbalham.com
E: office@hgbalham.com

W: http://www.hgbalham.com Newsletter and then Subscribe.
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