
From time to time, as the 
problems and worries of the 
moment overpower us, we can 
all find life a little diffucult and 
discouraging. As the signs of 
stress and tension become 
visible on our faces, we would 
do well to sit up and listen to 
t h o s e r e - a s s u r i n g a n d 
comforting words of Jesus: 
‘Come to me all you who 
labour and are overburdened, 
and I will give you rest.’ Jesus 
presents himself as the friend 
and consoler of the weary and 
the oppressed. In the middle of 
trying situations he seems to 
invite us to come to him with 
our worries, saying all will be 
well. This giving of our hearts 
to Christ implies complete trust 
and child-like dependence - 
qualities which can be very 
much missing in our adult 
world.

When we were young, it is 
l ike ly that we spent our 
childhood days in a simple 
ca re f ree se t t i ng , re l y ing 
completely on the love of those 
who cared for us. Growing up 

can mean - for many, if not 
most - casting aside this child-
like trust and exchanging it for 
r e l i a n c e o n m a t e r i a l 
possessions. We could have 
lost our paradise of childhood 
innocence - and as a result, 
find it difficult to cast  our cares 
upon the Lord, wi th the 
confidence that he will sustain 
us.

Christ leaves us in no doubt 
that humility is vital in our 
search for God. It is not a 
prized quality in our society -  
where success is measured by 
getting out there and proving 
yourself - where the house we 
live in, the car we drive, and 
the company we keep, are 
indicators of our status. The 
humble person does not have 
to complicate matters by 
projecting such a false self-
image, or deceiving themselves 
with temporary trappings.  
They realise that without God, 
they are nothing. Because we 
can be lacking in humility, we 
can be robbed of that inner 
peace which comes from 

putting our hand into the hand 
of God. Humility enables us to 
let go of self, and so make 
space for the God in whom we 
find our strength. When we 
come to Mass, Christ meets us 
precisely where we are - and 
how we are. As we bring our 
cares and concerns to him, he 
makes them into an acceptable 
offering to his heavenly Father.

The Gospel speaks to us of the 
tender personal and human 
qualities of Christ’s love for us. 
God is full of mercy and 
compassion, and is a great 
comfort in times of material, 
spiritual and emotional need. 
There is a great capapcity for 
goodness in each one of us, 
which is strengthened when we 
accept the invitation to build 
up our lives with Christ as our 
model .... coming to him when 
w e a r e l a b o u r e d a n d 
overburdened, yes - but also 
when we are not!
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WHAT’S ON ... BAPTISMS
A warm and loving welcome to Olivia 
Dunford, Baptised at Holy Ghost last 
weekend. Please keep Olivia - and 
her Parents and Godparents - in your 
prayers.

SEA SUNDAY
This weekend - 8/9 July - we 
celebrate Sea Sunday, when the 
Church prays for all those who live 
and work at sea. There will be a 
Second Col lect ion af ter Holy 
Communion for the Apostleship of 
the Sea - the official maritime welfare 
agency of the Catholic Church in 
Great Britain. It provides practical 
and spiritual support to seafarers 
visiting our ports. Please give 
generously to support its important 
work. There are envelopes available 
at the back of the Church this 
weekend if you would like to Gift Aid 
your donation. For more information 
about the work of the Apostleship of 
the Sea visit 
www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
(F&GP) COMMITTEE

The F&GP Committee meets this 
coming Wednesday 12 July at 
7.45pm in the Visitation Room of the 
Parish Centre.

JUST SING
An evening of song and fun in aid of  
Paul’s Cancer  Support Centre
(www.paulscancersupportcentre.org.
uk) 
at   the   Sound   Lounge - Tooting 
(SW17 7EW) from 7.30pm - 11pm 
this coming Wednesday 12 July. 
Please see the poster on the Church 
Noticeboard.

COLOMA CONVENT GIRLS’ SCHOOL
A Thanksgiving Mass will be offered 
at Saint George's Cathedral (SE1 
7HY) this coming Thursday 13 July at 
2.30pm to mark the retirement of Mrs 
Maureen Martin, who has been 
Headteacher at Coloma since 1995. 
Archbishop Peter Smith will be the 
chief celebrant. A very warm 
invitation is extended to all, and 
especially to past and present 
parents, staff, students, governors 
and fr iends of Coloma. Light 
refreshments  will be served in the 
adjoining Amigo Hall following Mass.

CONFIRMATION 2018
Parents please remember - if you 
have a son/daughter who will be in 
Year 8 or above in September, and 
who wishes to be Confirmed next 
year - and if you were unable to 
make the recent Parents’ Meeting - 
y o u w i l l n e e d t o c o l l e c t a n 
application form, without delay, from 
the Parish Office. The form can be 
emailed to you if you prefer. It needs 
to be completed by your son/
daughter, and by a parent, and then 
returned to the Parish Office by this 
coming Friday 14 July. A reminder 
that only practicing Catholics, from 
Holy Ghost Parish, will be eligible for 
the Preparation Programme.

OPEN HOUSE
There will be no Open House this 
week. The next Open House (and the 
last one till September) will be on 
Tuesday 18 July from 6pm - 7.30pm 
in the Parish Centre (27 Nightingale 
S q u a re ) . O p e n H o u s e i s a n 
opportunity for Parishioners to speak 
to a priest about routine matters, 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o m a k e a n 
appointment. Just turn up and wait 
your turn in the Plunkett Room 
downstairs. Try not to leave your 
arrival to the last minute - if at all 
possible.

THE PASSAGE
Remember to support the excellent 
work which The Passage does for 
homeless people in Central London, 
by attending The Passage Annual 
Garden Party in the beautiful and 
h i s t o r i c C o l l e g e G a r d e n - 
Westminster Abbey, on Friday 21 
July from 6pm. Visit the oldest 
cultivated garden in England, with a 
back-drop of Westminster Abbey and 
the Houses of Parliament. Tickets are 
£40 each, including wine, soft drinks, 
buffet supper, prize raffle, and live 
music. Tickets  are  available  from  
The Passage,  St Vincent’s Centre, 
Carlisle Place, London SW1P 1NL. 
Te l : 0 2 0 7 5 9 2 1 8 5 6 . E m a i l : 
tickets@passage.org.uk See also 
w w w . p a s s a g e - g a r d e n -
party.eventbrite.co.uk It will not be 
possible to purchase tickets at the 
Abbey. All proceeds in aid of The 
Passage.

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS
Zechariah 9:9-10

Psalm: 144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14
Romans 8:9, 11-13
Matthew 11:25-30

MONDAYMONDAY

TUESDAYTUESDAY

8pm
St Vincent de Paul (SVP) 
(2nd & 4th Tues)
Plunkett Room

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY

10am Church Cleaning
Church

7.45pm F&GP Committee Meeting
Visitation Room

THURSDAYTHURSDAY

9.30am Parent, Baby & Toddler Group
Parish Centre

8pm Choir Practice
Church

FRIDAYFRIDAY

SATURDAYSATURDAY

PARISH FINANCES LAST WEEK
Thank you for your support. Last 
week’s collection was as follows: 

Gift Aid    £1,313.12
Loose      £   663.40             
Total        £1,976.52
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BATTERSEA 
SUMMER YOUTH PROJECT

The Salesians at Battersea are 
running an exciting Youth Project 
this Summer at St John Bosco 
College (SW11 3DQ) from 18 - 
27 August. The programme will 
run daily from 10am - 4pm for 8 
- 11 year olds and from 7pm - 
9pm for 12 - 15 year olds. There 
are posters on the Church 
Noticeboard and further details 
are available from Br Steven 
Lloyd SDB (07596 133897).

NEWSLETTER
Next weekend’s Newsletter 
(15/16 July) will be the last 
before the Summer holiday 
season. The next Newsletter will 
be for the weekend of 2/3 
September. Most Parishes cease 
publication of their Newsletters 
during the Summer break - the 
reason being that there simply is 
no news - or nothing to draw 
anyone’s attention to, and the 
same applies here at Holy 
Ghost. Mass Intentions for the 
week always appear on the 
Noticeboard in the Church Porch 
- a n d t h i s w i l l c o n t i n u e 
throughout the Summer weeks. 
Any necessary announcements 
during this time will be made at 
the Masses.

SUNDAY 9.30am FAMILY MASS
Remember, we stop this Mass 
during the Summer School 
holiday period. The last Mass 
will be next Sunday - 16 July. It 
starts up again on 3 September.

PRIESTS’ FAREWELL MASS
Mgr Gerry & Fr Joe will be gone 
by the end of the Summer. Fr 
Richard, the new Parish Priest 
arrives for the weekend of 2/3 
September - and Fr Tom, the 
new Assistant Priest arrives the 
fo l lowing weekend - 9/10 
September.
Mgr Gerry and Fr Joe will return 
for a joint Farewell Mass on 
FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER at 8pm 
Make a note of the date in your 
diary!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
DATES FOR 2018

Holy Ghost School First Holy 
Communion Mass will take 

place on Saturday 12 May 2018 
at 11.30am. Oliver House and 
o t h e r S c h o o l s F i r s t H o l y 
Communion Mass will take place 
on Saturday 19 May 2018 at 
11.30am. Parents - please make 
a note of the dates now.

CONFIRMATION DATE FOR 2018
Parents please note that the 
Confirmation Mass for 2018 will 
be on Saturday 16  June at 
5.30pm.

TUESDAY FRIENDS
SPEAKERS NEEDED

We have lots of people in the 
Parish who have, or have had, 
interesting careers/lives. Would 
any of you be willing to come 
along to the Tuesday Friends  to 
give a 30 minute talk at some 
stage? Tuesday Friends  is a 
g r o u p o f m a i n l y s e n i o r 
Parishioners who meet usually on 
the first Tuesday of the month 
from 10am - 11.30am in the 
Parish Centre (27 Nightingale 
Square).

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018
The deadline for applications for 
children to be prepared for First 
Holy Communion in May 2018 
has now passed, and no further 
applications can be accepted. 
Children at Holy Ghost and Oliver 
House Schools will follow the 
Preparation Programme that is 
used in school. The Parish-based 
Course for children at other 
schools will start in January. It is 
yet to be decided which days the 
Parish-based Course will run, as 
t h i s i s d e p e n d e n t o n t h e 
availability of our volunteer 
Catechists, and the number of 
children. Parents - please don’t 
contact the Parish Office for 
information - we will be in touch 
with you after the Summer break 
- and when the new Priests have 
arrived.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES
The new sets of envelopes came 
into use over a month ago (3/4 
June) . I f you have missed 
col lect ing your set, please 
contact the organiser, Denis 
Cross - 020 8682 0988 or email
denis@crosses.free-online.co.uk

FR JOE - LEAVING GIFT
As you know - we will be 
making a Presentation to Fr Joe 
to mark his 3 year ministry 
a m o n g u s . T h e r e w e r e 
envelopes available in the 
Church porch for anyone who 
w o u l d l i k e t o m a k e a 
contribution towards Fr Joe’s 
Presentation. These now seem 
to have all gone. If you would 
like to make a contribution, and 
don’t have one of the special 
envelopes - just use an ordinary 
envelope and mark it ‘Fr Joe’s 
Presentation’. Please return any 
envelopes as soon as possible 
via any Collection Bag used in 
Church - or through the Parish 
Office letterbox (locked cage on 
the other side). Thank you!
(Envelopes for a Presentation 
for Mgr Gerry will be available in 
September.)

NEW CATHOLICS
Please spread the word that we 
will be starting a Course in 
S e p t e m b e r f o r a n y o n e 
interested in becoming a 
Catholic? Anyone interested in 
finding out more (without any 
obligation) - please print your 
details on the list on the table in 
the Church Porch and we will 
get in touch with you.

SOUTHWARK BRETHREN CHARITY
The Southwark Brethren is a 
long standing charity which 
helps sick and retired Priests 
who are in need. The Charity 
thanks you for your generosity 
in the past, and asks for your 
help again this year. Please 
send donations to Fr Paul 
Hough, St Elphege’s Presbytery, 
120 Stafford Road, Wallington, 
Surrey SM6 9AY. Last year the 
Charity was able to give £1,600 
each to 30 retired Priests in the 
Diocese of Southwark and 
Arundel & Brighton, and was 
also able to help 3 working 
P r i es t s who had se r i ous 
sickness. For those who pay tax 
- donations to the Charity can 
be Gift Aided. A Gift Aid form 
can be sent to you by making 
contact with Fr Paul Hough.
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MASSES   etc ...
SAT 5.30pm Holy Mass Donna Heade RIP

SUN 14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass People of the Parish

9.30am Family Mass Liam & Shirley Moran RIP

11am Sung Mass Margaret Caulfield RIP

6pm Holy Mass Doris Hakansson RIP

MON Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass John, Anthony, Kenneth 
& Gerald Agbueze (Intentions)

TUE St Benedict 6.45am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Catherine Barry (Private Intention)

WED Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Fr Agnellus Mary Murphy (Intentions)

THU Feria 6.45am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Rene Matty & Lilia Regis RIP

FRI Feria 8.30am Holy Mass Holy Souls

9.30am Holy Mass Paul Davies (Intentions)

SAT St Bonaventure 10am Holy Mass Eleuthure Jéan (Wellbeing)

5.30pm Holy Mass Special Intention (RM)

SUN 15th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 8am Holy Mass People of the Parish

9.30am Family Mass Joseph Gallinari RIP

11am Sung Mass Samuel Etienne & Family 
(Thanksgiving)

6pm Holy Mass J J Lynam (Wellbeing)

EXPOSITION
On Fridays there is generally 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament from after the 
9.30am Mass, concluding 
with Benediction at 6pm. 

CONFESSIONS
Confessions are generally 
available every day after the 
9.30am Mass (Mon - Fri), 
Thursdays 2.45 - 4.30pm, 
and Saturdays 10.30 - 
11am. 

REQUESTING A MASS 
To request a Mass, please 
use one of the envelopes 
available in the Church 
Porch - printing all details. 
You can place it in the 
Collecting bag  or through 
the Parish Centre letterbox. 
When requesting a specific 
date, please leave your 
contact number. Masses 
cannot be booked by email 
or telephone.

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available 
from the Parish Office on 
weekday mornings (9.30 - 
11.30am).

PRIESTS
Mgr Gerald Ewing BTh MA

(Parish Priest)
frgerry@hgbalham.com

Fr Joseph Owusu-Ansah BTh
(Assistant Parish Priest)
frjoe@hgbalham.com

Canon John O’Toole MA AKC
(Also Resident)

john.otoole@cbcew.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE
(Mon - Fri   9am - 12 noon)

Mrs Valerie Slezak 
(Parish Secretary)

Holy Ghost Parish Office
27 Nightingale Square

London SW12 8QJ
T: 020 8355 0211
F: 020 8355 0212

E: office@hgbalham.com 
W: http://www.hgbalham.com

Facebook: Holy Ghost, Balham

PRIESTS’ HOUSE
36 Nightingale Square 

London SW12 8QN
(Currently undergoing renovations)

(Tel & Email as for Parish Office)

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?

Just visit the website and go 
to Newsletter and then 

Subscribe.
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